

IsraeG, 4 SLA men woimded 

TCL -( A?) • — Arr Israeli soldier was wounded by a burst of 

light arms fire near .the South Lebanese village of Shabriha on 
Sunday, the - military command announced. The cbnuoditd said 
tbeshots were fired as die convoy in which the soldier was tra- 
velung passed near Shabriha, which is on the coastal road about 
three, kilometres northeast of- thus Lebanese .port city of Tyre. 
Earlier Sunday Israeli officials said, four soldiers of the Israeli- 
backed ‘‘South Lebanese Army" (SLA) were shot and injured 
overnight at a roadblock in the village of Sabra, north of Nab- 
iwvrv! 1 . * n ^° UI ^ ^hanon. Israel has trained and financed the 
*.,000- strong SLA to take over some of hs positions in Sooth 
Lebanon. 
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Nishanov urges Arab unity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Soviet Ambassador to Jordan Rafiq Nishanov 
Sunday called on the Arab World to intensify joint efforts to face 
Israel's expansionist policies in the area, saying that only the 
Israelis benefit from Arab disunity and lack of coordination. Mr.. 
Nishanov was speaking in a celebration held here by the 
. Jordanian-Soviet Friendship Society to mark the 67Lh ann- 
iversary of the October Revolution. The ambassador praised 
relations between Amman and Moscow and said his country 
appreciated His Majesty King Hussein's support for the Soviet 
Union’s call for an international conference on the Middle East. 
“We are convinced that such a conference can lead to a just 
solution in the Middle East,” Mr. Nishanov said, adding that the 
credibility of other countries vis-a-vis the question of peace sho- 
uld be judged according to their position on the Soviet proposals. - 
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‘ Masri returns 
from Algiers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Min- 
ister Taher A1 Masri returned to 
Amman from Algiers Sunday 
after attending celebrations mar- 
king the 30th anniversary of the 
Algerian revolution against Fra- 
nce. 

Cabinet approves 
Dakhqan resignation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
Sunday approved the resignation 
of Omar Abdullah Dakhqan from 
' his post as National Planning 
Council (NPC) president. The 
cabinet also approved a request by 
Mr. Dakhqan to be retired as head 
of president of the Natural Res- 
ources Authority (NRA). 

Botha begins 
Israel visit 

TEL AVIV (R) — South African 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha arr- 
ived in Israel Saturday on a 
three-day private visit that new- 
spapers have described as an emb- 
arrassment. Mr. Botha was gre- 
eted by Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and Foreign Ministry off- 
icials at the airport, where neither 
Mr. Botha nor the Israelis ans- 
wered reporters’ questions. All 
Israeli newspapers have said Israel 
was embarrassed by the visit and 
tried to persuade the South Afr- 
icans to cancel it. Israel maintains 
close economic and military ties 
with South Africa. 

M’bow in Libya 

TRIPOLI. Libya ( AP) — The di- 
rector-general^ the UniteiJ Na|t_ 
ions Educational. Scientific and"' 
Cultural Organisation (UNE- 
SCO). Amadou Mahtar M’bow, 
arrived in Libya a for an official 
visit, the Libyan news agency 
JANA reported Sunday. The brief 
dispatch said Mr. M'bow will hold 
talks with Libyan officials on inc- 
reasing cooperation between the 
UNESCO and Libya. 

Fabins, Thatcher 
make Gulf stopovers 

KUWAIT (R) — French Prime 
Minister Laurent Fabius made a 
brief stopover in Kuwait Sunday 
on his way home attending the 
funeral of assassinated Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 
New Delhi. Foreign Ministry off- 
icials said Mr. Fabius was taken on 
a brief tour of Kuwait City by Min- 
ister of Commerce and Industry 
Jassim AJ Marzouk before leaving 
for home. They gave no further 
details. British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, also on her 
way home from New Delhi, mea- 
nwhile made a brief stopover in 
Bahrain where she was met by 
Interior Minister Sheikh Moh- 
ammad Ibn Khalifa Al Khalifa, 
the Gulf News Agency said. 

Israel seeks 
UNDOF extension 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel said 
Sunday it wanted a six-month ext- 
ension on the mandate oF the Uni- 
ted Nations Disengagement Obs- 
ervation Force (UNDOF), sta- 
tioned on the Golan Heights. A 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
ministry Director-General David 
Kirache informed UNDOF 
Commander General Carl-Gustaf 
Stahl of Israel's desire. 


Beirut delays 
pullout talks 

with Israel 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanon Sunday 
asked the linked Nations to postpone troop 
withdrawal talks with Israel, due to have 
opened Monday, because the cabinet was 
unable to meet to endorse the negotiations or 
appoint the military delegates. 

Prime Minister Rashid Karami. forced Lebanon to cancel a 
who is also foreign minister, told U.S.-mediated troop withdrawal 
Reuters he had made the request accord with Israel last March, say- 
“ because it was impossible for the rag it damaged Lebanon’s sov- 
cabinet to meet due to the absence ereignty by giving Israel a role in 


of some ministers." 

An Israeli Foreign Ministry 


policing the south. 

Syria, which strongly supports 


spokesman said Lebanon and 1st- Mr. Kara mi’s six-month-old gov- 
ael had agreed to put off for a few eminent, has said it approves the 


days the U.N.-sponsored talks, 
which are aimed at arranging the 
withdrawal of some 12.000 Israeli 
occupation troops from South 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Karami has insisted on a full 
meeting of his “national unity" 
cabinet to approve the principle of 
beginning talks with Israel under 


U.N. auspices and to agree on a'-ftioess to take over when the Isr- 
team of military officers to rep- aells leave. 


resent Lebanon. Mr. Berri and Mr. Junblatt rec- 

• The absence from Beirut of two ently threatened to resign from 
key ministers. Progressive Soc- the cabinet, saying Mr. Gemayel is 
ialist Party (PSP) leader Walid stalling on political reforms. 
Junblatt and Shfite leader Nabih Mr. Karami. said rival militias 
Berri, dashed Mr. KaramT s hopes now in control of the coast road 
that the cabinet would meet in south had agreed in principle to let 
time to do so. a new army brigade deploy up to' 

Both Lebanon and Israel have Israeli lines at the Awaii River, 
been asked to name military rep- {Mb’. Junblatt said in a speech 
'TEsentafivcsTo dSBIss'SailfK' L^~ v 5fin35y “he Uatf fro" objettfoaft- to' 
atton, which has been occupied by sending the army south, as long as 
Israel since its June 1982 invasion, this was not a pretext for regaining 
Mr. Junblatt and Mr. Beni ann- control of militia- held areas in and 
ounced that they trusted Mr. Kar- around Beirut, 
ami to make the necessary dec- He said the creation of new bri- 

isions on delegates alone. But gades was unjustifiable and expr 
government sources said neither ressed fears they would “embrace 
Mr. Karami nor President Amin the agents in the south, those who 
Gemayel was willing to do so wit- collaborated with the (Israeli) 


hout a firm commitment from the 
opposition leaders that the del- 
egates and their decisions would 
not be challenged later. The sou- 
rces asked not to be named. 

Militias led by Mr. Berri and 
Mr.' Junblatt, and aided by Syria, 


occupation. 

Israel has said it will withdraw 
from the south only if an Israel- 
armed militia, the Christian-led 
“South Lebanon Army." remains 
in control of territory along its 
northern border. 


Khaddam joins 
Gemayel, Berri 
in Algeria 
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DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam was Sunday flying to 
Algiers, joining ' Lebanese Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel and cabinet 
minister Nabi Berri there after 
talks in Damascus with a lop U.S. 
official and the speaker of Leb- 
anon’s parliament. Arab dip- 
lomatic sources said. 

There was no official exp- 
lanation of his visit, which comes 
just hours after Lebanon asked for 
a postponement of talks with Isr- 
ael on withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from South Lebanon. 

Mr. Gemayel flew to Algiers 
earlier Sunday on his first official 
visit to the country. 

Mr. Berri, head of the Shi'ite 
Muslim Amal militia and minister 
for South Lebanon, has been there 
since Thursday and failed to ret- 
urn to Beirut for a planned mee- 
ting of the national unity cabinet 
Sunday. 

It had been due to agree a neg- 
otiating team for the talks with 
Israel and Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami said he had been forced to 
ask for postponement of the talks, 
originally set for Monday, because 
of the cabinet's failure to meet. 

The diplomatic sources said 
both Mr. Gemayel and Mr. Kha- 
ddaro were due to meet Algerian 
President Chadli Benjedid, but 
could give no further details of the 
reasons for the sudden flurry of 
diplomatic activity. 

Mr. Khaddam, who played a 
key role in piering together a cea- 
sefire between Lebanon's warring 
factions earlier this year, earlier 
had separate meetings with U.S. 
Assistant secretary of State Ric- 
hard Murphy and Hussein Al 
Husseini, speaker of the Lebanese 

Syrian and U.S. officials 



His Royal Hi ghn^ Crown Prince Hassan chats 
with Iraq’s Deputy Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Council, Mr.'Izzat Ibrahim, upon the prince’s air- 


new talks provided they result in 
an unconditional withdrawal of 
Israeli troops. 

Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam last week tried to 
persuade Lebanese factions to set 
aside their political differences 
and agree on sending Lebanese 
army units to the south in rea- 


Indian violence subsides 
4 days after Gandhi’s death 


declined to comment on Mr. Kha- 
ddam' s meeting with Mr. Murphy, 
who arrived Saturday night after 
several meetings with Israeli lea- 
ders on the withdrawal talks. 

Among preconditions for wit- 
hdrawal. Israel insists Syria and 
Lebanon should guarantee the 
“security" on its northern border. 

Syria, however, insists on an 
unconditional withdrawal and 
comments by its official media 
Sunday reflected an increasingly 
hardline stance on the issue. 

The government daily Tishrin 
called Israel's decision to enter 
U.N.-sponsored withdrawal talks 
“a victory for Lebanon in coo- 
rdination with Syria." saying Isr- 
ael had retreated on previous con- 
ditions h had set for such neg- 
otiations. 

It pointed to a previous Israel 
condition that it would only enter 
direct talks with Lebanese leaders 
or U.S.-mediated indirect neg- 
otiations, and noted Israel had' 
previously U.N. mediation. 

Al Baath, newspaper of the rul- 
ing Baath Socialist Party, said Isr- 
ael had only two choices in South 
1 Lebanon. 

“'Israel can withdraw without 
condition or stay and face more 
strikes,” it said, referring to daily 
attacks against Israeli troops in the 
occupied territory. 

“Either way, it will be a victory 
for Lebanon. Syria and the Arab 
masses," Al Baath -said. 

Tishrin quoted the Lebanese 
parliament speaker as saying Leb- 
anon, too, rejected Israel's dem- 
and for “security guarantees." 

“‘Lebanon is not concerned for 
the security of Israel. Lebanon is 
only concerned about the security 
of its own land.” it quoted Mr. 
Husseini as saying. 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — India 
was returning to normal Sunday 
after four days of savage anti-Sikh 
violence left 900 people dead but 
isolated incidents of arson and 
murder continued. 

Fresh violence was reported 
from Ghaziabad industrial town 
20 kilometres northeast of Delhi 
where nine bodies were found on a 
local train. Officials said a factory 
in the town was set on fire. 

More incidents of arson were 
alsoreportcd from a steel t own in 
eastern 6rissa?tSte,l>m generally 7 
the pace of the violence, sparked 
by the murder of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi by two Sikhs last 
Wednesday, appeared to be slo- 
wing. 

New Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, who set light to the cre- 
mation pyre of his mother beside 
the River Jam una here Saturday., 
pushed through tough measures to 
stop the killings. 

The army, sometimes using 
armoured personnel carriers 
(APCs) were rushing to any tro- 
uble spots in the Delhi region, and 
newly appointed Delhi Governor 
M.M.K. Wali told reporters: “We 
hope to be able to totally control 
the situation maybe by tonight." 

Mr. Wali said 458 people had 
been killed in Delhi during the 
unrest and police had opened fire 
in 102 separate incidents. But be 
said only one incident occurred m 
the capital Sunday when a man 
was injured in a knife attack. 

One big problem facing Mr. 
Gandhi's government is the tho- 
usands of Sikhs sheltering in ref- 


Freij 
accuses 
‘ political’ 
opponents 
of bombing 

TEL AVIV (R) Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias Freij Sunday accused 
“political opponents" of fir- , 
ebombing one of his souvenir 
shops over the weekend. I 

“These are extreme elements 
who are jealous of the progress in 1 
the town and who oppose my pol- 
itical views.” Mr. Freij told Reu- 
ters. “ I consider this to be an act of 
political cowardice." 

He said two men wearing Arab 
headdresses threw two firebombs 
at one of his shops in the centre of 
the town on Friday evening. The 
bombs set fire to the shop, des- 
troying merchandise valued at 
$50,000. 

“fay son chased them about 20 
metres, but they escaped into a 
river wadi," the mayor said. 

Mr. Freij said Israeli authorities 
were investigating the Fir- 
ebombing which followed a sim- 
ilar attack on Thursday evening on 
another shop he owns in Bet- 
hlehem’s Manger Square. There 
was no damage in. that incident. 


ugee camps and temples thr- 
oughout the country. In Delhi 
alone, there are 20.000 Sikhs in 
nine camps. 

Nobel Peace Prize winner Mot- 
her Teresa of Calcutta and three 
of her nuns were among the first 
visitors comforting refugees Sun- 
day morning. 

Armed guards were stationed 
.on trains leaving the capital Sun- 
day to prevent a repeat of mas- 
sacres of Sikh passengers that has 
left scores dead. _ \ : 

The Indian* 'government ord- 
ered Saturday that no train would 
leave the two railway stations — 
New Delhi and Old Delhi — wit- 
hout armed escorts. 

‘Conspiracy’ reports 

Reuters quoted police sources 
as saying that a man accused of 
being a mastermind in the plot to 
kill Mrs. Gandhi left India a week 
before she was assassinated. 

They said one of the Sikh bod- 
yguards who shot the prime min- 
ister on Wednesday had told pol- 
ice the man headed Sikh extremist ’ 
activities in New Delhi and had 
administered an oath to him to kill 
Mrs. Gandhi. 

The sources said the alleged 
mastermind bad left the country 
10 days ago, fuelling a belief by 
police that there was a conspiracy 
backed by Sikhs living abroad. 

The man’s house in a Delhi sub- 
urb was burnt down by an angry 
mob the day after Mrs. Gandhi 
was murdered. 

The bodyguard, Satwant Singh, 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — An Isr- 
aeli army trooper, one of four sol- 
diers held for questioning over a 
rocket attack last Sunday on an 
Arab bus, was remanded Sunday 
for 15 days. 

David Ben-Shimol told an Isr- 
aeli court he had carried out the 
attack m which a Palestinian was 
killed and 10 were wounded bec- 
ause ‘“I could not accept the spi- 
lling of Jewish blood for nothing.” 

The bus attack in Jerusalem 
happened days after two Israelis 
were shot dead near the occupied 
West Bank town of Bethlehem. A 
Palestinian was arrested for the 
shootings. 

Police said Saturday Ben- 


Shimol would be charged with fir- 
ing the rocket. 

Another soldier was remanded 
until Wednesday on suspicion of 
withholding information about 
the incident and a woman soldier 
was being held for questioning. A 
fourth soldier, held earlier, had 
been released, police said. 

Ben-Shimol had also admitted 
tossing a grenade into an Arab 
cafe in Jerusalem’s Old City last 
month, police said Sunday. 

The attack on the bus sparked a 
week of violent Palestinian dem- 
onstrations in the West Bank and 
prompted authorities to close 
down Bethlehem University for 
four days. 


Crown Prince 
arrives in Iraq 


ivai in Baghdad Sunday. Second from right is Dep- 
uty Prime Minister and Interior Minister Suleiman 
Arar with an unidentified official (Petra photo) 


was shot and wounded by other 
guards immediately after he and a 
colleague assassinated Mrs. Gan- 
dhi. The second bodyguard was 
killed. 

Satwant Singh was taken to a 
Delhi hospital where police have 
been interrogating him. 

Satwant Singh’s wife was arr- 
ested in northern Punjab state, a 
centre of Sikh separatist ext- 
remism, where the population is 
more than half Sikh, the mass- 
circulation English-language 
.Hindustan Times claimed. 

Mrs. Singh, whose first name 
was not given, disclosed that 
“some army general was behind 
the murder plot,” the Hindustan 
Times claimed. 

The Indian Express said, how- 
ever. that Satwant Singh had made 
several “misleading statements” 
in his interrogation, “often nam- 
ing conspirators or mentors who 
are non-existent or dead." 

The independent Statesman 
newspaper reported Thursday 
that an unnamed major general of 
the Indian army based in Cha- 
ndigarh. joint capital of Punjab 
and Haryana states, had been imp- 
licated in the alleged plot to ass- 
assinate the prime minister. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Attacks on Sikhs likely to affect 
Indian economy, page 7 

Rajiv Gandhi impresses world lea- 
ders; Zia seeks new approach tow- 
ards ties with India; Gandhi ass- 
assins shot in guardhouse, report 
says, page 8 


Bethlehem bus attacker 
remanded into custody 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — His Prince Hassan arrived in Mus- 
Royal Highness Crown Prince cat Saturday evening from New 
Hassan, on his way back from New Delhi where he attended the fun- 
Delhi after attending the funeral eral of Mrs. Gandhi, who was ass- 
Saturday of Indian Prime Minister assinated Wednesday. 

Indira Gandhi, arrived here Sun- Following the funeral cer- 
day. e monies. Prince Hassan made a 

In a statement to the Jordanian statement describing the death of 
News Agency. Petra, the Crown the Indian Prime Minister as a 
Prince, who earlier made a sto- great loss to the Indian people and 
pover in Oman, said his visit to the Third World. He paid tribute 
Iraq was within the framework of to Mrs. Gandhi's services and eff- 
relations between Traq and Jordan orts to promote the Non-Aligned 
and con suit at ions between i he two Movement and her support for 
countries. Arab causes. 

Prince Hassan also said he was Prince Hassan also wished the 
happy to be in Baghdad and hoped Indian government and people 
to be briefed by Iraqi leaders on success and prosperity, 
the current situation on the bat- While in New Delhi, Prince 
tlefront in the Gulf war between Hassan also held t alks with Pak- 
Lran and Iraq. istani President Zia U1 Haq, Bri- 

The Crown Prince also rei- tish Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
terated Jordan's support for Iraq tcher and French Premier Laurent 
in the war. Fabius as well as several other 

The Crown Prince was received heads of delegations of friendly 
upon arrival in Baghdad by Iraqi Arab and Muslim countries att- 
Vice-President Izzat Ibrahim, ending the funeral of Mrs. Gan- 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz and dhi. 

senior members of the Iraqi gov- 

eminent. « *■■■. ■ ■ * ■ 

Prince Hassan arrived in Iraq Military delegation 
from Oman, where he was rec- arrives in C air o 
eived by Sultan Qaboos Ibn Sa'id 
earlier Sunday. He conveyed to 

the Omani leader greetings from CAIRO (R) — A Jordania 
His Majesty King Hussein and the itary delegation arrived in 
people of Jordan and reviewed Sunday for a 10-day visit < 
with him the current Arab sit- which it will tour Egyptiai 
uation and issues of common int- itary installations and parti 
erest to Jordan and Oman. in Air Force Day celebratioi 

Later, Sultan Qaboos hosted a Middle East News Aj 
luncheon in honour of Prince Has- MENA) reported. It said th 
san and the official delegation egation was headed by N 
accompanying him, which inc- General Ahmad Alae 
ludes Deputy Prime Minister and inspector-general of the 
Interior Minister Suleiman Arar. danian Armed Forces. 


Baz calls for new 
American initiative 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian “It would be a mistake to shift 
President Hosni Mubarak’s for- from one party to another.” he 
eign affairs adviser Sunday urged said. “We must maintain contacts 
a new Middle East peace initiative with all parties, whether the U.S., 
by the United States after next the European Community, the 
Tuesday’s presidential election. Soviet Union. Israel or the Non- 

Osama Al Baz told the new- Aligned Movement." 
spaper AJ Ahram in an interview Meanwhile, Soviet Ambassador 
that he believed the neit U.S. A1 „ ud<;r Belonogov met Sun- 
admmistration would reaffirms d ^ Foreign Ministcr Esmat 

support for President Reagan s Abdld Meguid and discussed bil- 
19R2 proposal, calling for Pal- atera| rela £ ons „ d Midd)e Easl 
e st mi an self-rule in association ■ 
with Jordan. 

“Now that the U.S. elections "We discussed issues of mutual 
are nearly over, the new U.S. adra- interest, developing bilateral rel- 
inistration must play an effective ations and the situation in the 
role in the Middle East." Mr. Baz Middle East," Mr. Belonogov told 
was quoted as saying. reporters following the meeting. 

“We think they will reiterate “My discussions with Egyptian 
their commitment to the Reagan leadens is aimed at creating und- 
plan and this could be a helping erstanding between our two cou- 
factor but not adequate. We need ntries," he added, 
further steps... the situation now Mr. Belonogov is the first Soviet 
calls for a more solid position from ambassador to Egypt in three, 
the United States." Mr. Baz years. Relations between the two 
added. countries had been strained for 

Mr. Baz denied that talks Mr. more than a decade after (ate Pre- 
Mubarak has held in Europe ind- sident Anwar Sadat expelled 
icated an Egyptian shift away from 17.000 Soviet military personnel 
the U.S. as a peacemaker. in 1972. 


CAIRO (R) — A Jordanian mil- 
itary delegation arrived in Cairo 
Sunday for a 10-day visit during 
which it will tour Egyptian mil- 
itary installations and participate 
in Air Force Day celebrations, the 
Middle East News Agency 
MENA) reported. It said the del- 
egation was headed by Major- 
General Ahmad Alaeddin, 
inspector-general of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces. 


PFLP claims rocket 
attack on Bisan Valley 


DAMASCUS (R) — A military 
spokesman for the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) Sunday said the PFLP was 
responsible for a Katyusha rocket 
attack on Israel's Bisan Valley 
Saturday night. 

In a statement released here he 
said PFLP commandos based ins- 
ide Israel launched the attack, in 
which he said several people were 
killed or wounded. 


Israeli military officials said 
troops found remnants of two 
Katyushas fired into Bisan Valley 
Saturday night and contended 
they could have been fired from 
Jordan. 

The PFLP statement said the 
attack was launched against 
“right-wing Zionists" who were 
trying to drive Palestinians out of 
their homeland. 


Hundreds dying daily Israel launches crucial 
in Ethiopian province 3 -month price freeze . 


KOREM, Ethiopia (Agencies) — 
Hundreds of Ethiopians are dying 
every day in the northern province 
of Wollo, many of them suc- 
cumbing to starvation and disease 
on the road to aid centres, relief 
officials say. 

In the past 10 days, both Wes- 
tern and Soviet bloc countries 
have begun an airlift of emergency 
supplies but they have not yet rea- 
ched places where starving pea- 
sants are congregating such as 
Korem, 400 kilometres north of 
Addis Ababa. 

Reporters returning from a 


two-day trip to Wollo province 
Saturday saw thousands of 
famine-stricken peasants on the 
road, walking to relief centres in 
search of food. 

Some carried their wives, hus- 
bands or children on makeshift 
stretchers. Others, too weak to 
walk, lay by the side of the road 
waiting to die. 

The government’s Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission 
(RRC) estimates that three con- 
secutive years of drought have aff- 
licted 1 .2 million of the province's 
(Continued on page 3) 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel emb- 
arked Sunday on a three- month 
wage -and- price freeze whose suc- 
cess in reducing 800 per cent ann- 
ual inflation could determine the 
fate of the “national unity" gov- 
ernment. 

Finance Minister Yitzhak 
Modai, announcing the start of the 
freeze after it gained cabinet app- 
roval. hailed the plan as a turning 
point, in the serious economic det- 
erioration of recent years. But dif- 
ferences in interpretation between 
the government and the trade uni- - 
ons quickly emerged. 


“The basic idea is we have three’ 
months to adjust the root factors 
of the economy.” Mr. Modai told 
a press conference. 

An aide to Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said the nine parties of 
the coalition, which are deeply 
divided over non-economic issues, 
would find it hard to stay together 
if the plan failed. 

“In many ways, this agreement 
represents this government’s rai- 
son d’etre,” he said. 

Mr. Peres took an active part in 

(Continued on page 3) 
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CAEU urges promotion 
of joint economic action 


AMMAN (Petra) — Council of Arab Economic 
Unity (CAEU) Secretary General Mahdi A1 Obeidi 
Sunday appealed to Arab states to do all they can to 
promote joint economic action with a view to ful- 
filling the objectives of the Arab economic unity 
agreement and the provisions of the Arab Common 
Market. 


Mr. Obeidi was addressing the 
opening session of a CAEU mee- 
ting being held at deputy rep- 
resentatives level at the CAJEUs 
headquarters in Amman. 

He said that joint Arab action 
was now more necessary than at 
any time in the past in view of the 
Arab and international economic 
circumstances and “the imp- 
erialist and Zionist threats which 
the Arab nation is confronting.” 
"The present situation requires 
from all Arab states to work ser- 
iously together and lay down pro- 


grammes for economic int- 
egration.” Mr. Obeidi said. 

In his speech, Mr. Obeidi rev- 
iewed the Arab economic sit- 
uation and stressed the need for 
creating an Arab economic bloc 
which, he said is the only means 
for confronting adverse and neg- 
ative situations and difficulties 
resulting from the current world 
economic recession. 

Mr. Obeidi pointed out that the 
gross national Arab production 
has been receding over the past 
years' ‘because the Arab region is 


Iran persuading rebel 
Kurds to surrender 


TEHRAN (R) — The Iranian 
authorities, who say they have 
broken the back of a rebellion by 
autonomy-seeking Kurds, are 
now stepping up efforts to per- 
suade the rebels to surrender, acc- 
ording to diplomats here. 

Deputy Interior Minister Abbas 
Akhondi said during a recent visit 
to the north-west, scene of the 
rebellion, that anyone who sur- 
rendered would be well treated, 
even leaders of the main rebel 
organisation, the Kurdistan Dem- 
ocratic Party (KDP). 

The Tehran government used to 
say it would pardon only those 
rebels who had not been involved 
in killings. But it lifted this lim- 
itation a few months ago. 

The National News Agency 
1RNA reported recently that 
Gagarin Samitko. leader of one 
KDP taction, had given himself 
up. 

Foreign journalists based in 
Tehran arc barred from travelling 
to the mainly-Kurdish region of 
the north-west, and independent 
confirmation of what is going on is 
hard to come by. 

Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Mousavj said last month that the 
back of the Kurdish rebellion had 
been broken though scattered 
sabotage could be expected. 

The Kurdish fighters could no 
longer offer resistance to gov- 
ernment forces, he said. 

The authorities said 2.000 Kur- 
dish rebels surrendered and were 
pardoned during an anti-rebel 
operation in the summer. 

According to the authorities, 
this brought the total of rebels 
who have given themselves up to 
6.000 since revolutionary and spi- 
ritual leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini ordered the autonomy 
movement to be crushed shortly 
after the 197V revolution. 

In Tehran several thousand 
people demonstrated Sunday out- 
side the former U.S. embassy on 
ihe fifth anniversary of its seizure 
by radical students and officials 
gave no indication that U.S.- 


Iranian relations might ease. 

Eyewitnesses said the crowd 
was noticeably less than in pre- 
vious years and much attention 
was given to another anniversary 
— Khomeini - s expulsion to Tur- 
key by the Shah of Iran 20 years 
ago Sunday. 

The main speaker at Sunday's 
rally was Muhammad Mousavi- 
Khoeeniha. now the cleric in cha- 
rge of organising pilgrimages to 
Mecca and who in 1979 was Kho- 
meini’s representative among the 
students holding the U.S. hos- 
tages. 

Last year's demonstration out- 
side the former embassy was add- 
ressed by Prime Minister Mir- 
Hossein Mousavi. 

President Ali Khamenei said in 
a newspaper interview the door 
for the U.S. to return to Iran was 
shut and would remain so for a 
long while. 

“Our first revolution threw the 
Americans out the door,” the pre- 
sident told the Tehran newspaper 
Islamic Republic. “They wanted 
to sneak back through the win- 
dow. 

"The takeover of the den of esp- 
ionage (the embassy) was a move 
that shut the window totally on 
their faces and it is going to be shut 
for a long while." 

Majlis (parliament) Speaker Ali 
.Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani told 
Sunday’s parliamentary session 
the embassy seizure showed to the 
world that no matter how inv- 
ulnerable the superpowers, they 
could not resist the will of nations, j 

In some rooms, work continues | 
on reconstructing documents from 1 
shredded pieces of paper found in 
the embassy detailing U.S. dip- 
lomatic activities. So far, 41 vol- 
umes have been published, con- 
taining 1,739 reconstructed doc- ' 
uments. j 

Sunday’s demonstration was 
well-organised with singing by 
schoolboys and chanting of slo- 
gans. Banners proclaimed "Death 
to the U.S.” and" Uncle Sam” was 
hung in effigy. 
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affected by the world economic 
recession and due to a drop in ofl 
revenues." 

"The Arab states should ay to 
strengthen their relations with one 
another through economic coo- 
peration and by carrying out joint 
ventures in industry and agr- 
iculture," Mr. Obeidi said. 

The meeting which is attended 
by representatives of 10 Arab 
countries will follow up tbe imp- 
lementation of previous CAE 0's 
resolutions and will prepare for 
the CAEU's 42nd session due to 
be held at ministers of finance, 
economy and trade level in 
Amman in the first week of Dec- 
ember. 

Countries represented at the 
meeting axe: Jordan, the United 
Arab Emirates, Sudan. Syria, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Palestine, Libya, 
South Yemen and Somalia. 

Seminar 
calls for 
Arab 

newspaper 
in West 

AMMAN (J.T.) — At the end of 
the first session of a major int- 
ernational seminar on mis- 
understandings between the West 
and the Arab World, a call was 
made this week in Paris for a new 
international Arab Daily new- 
spaper to be published in the West 
— either in French or English. 

The seminar entitled “Crossed 
Wires.” aims to help put an end to 
! the misconception the two sides 
have of each other and which their 
respective presses perpetuate. 
There was a general agreement 
that both sides are at fault 

The seminar attended by top 
Arab and Western editore and 
journalists as well as several Eur- 
opean elder statesmen including 
former Chancellors of West Ger- 
many and Austria, Helmut 
Schmidt and Bruno Kreisky, acc- 
used the Western - media for being 
interested only in the more sen- 
sational stories coming out of the 
Middle East and for stereotyping 
the Arabs. 

The proposal to set up an int- 
ernational daily giving the Arab 
view a responsible airing came in 
response to questions on how the 
Arab case could be better pre- 
sented. 

The onus had to be on the Arab 
press, it was felt. Bui not the 
Euro-based Arabic press. There 
was an apparent widespread acc- 
eptance that these papers are not 
able to present the Arab case in 
the West for the simple reason 
that few Westerners read Arabic. 

There would have to be a pub- 
lication in the language of those 
whose opinions it hopes to inf- 
luence. 



Deputy representatives from 10 Arab countries 
meet at a preparatory meeting for tbe 42nd session 
of the Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) at 


the council headquarters in 
photo) 




Egypt, U.S. to carry out war games 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the U.S. 
begin three days of military exe- 
rcises Monday to test the Egyptian 
Armed Forces ability to repel air 
and naval attacks, Egyptian and 
American officials said Sunday. 

In the war games, code-named 
“Sea Winds”, ships and fighter 
planes from the U.S.Stxth Fleet in 
the Mediterranean will play the 


"attackers.” 

U.S. embassy officials declined 
to give any details of the man- 
oeuvres. A similar news blackout 
was clamped on last year’s exe- 
rcises codenamed "Brightstar.” 
Western diplomats said Egypt 
preferred to see little publicity 
around joint exercises with the 
U.S. at a time when it hoped for 


improved ties with the rest of the 
Arab World. 

Egyptian Defence Minister 
Abdul Halim Abu Ghazala said 
last week Egyptian Navy, Airforce 
and air defeoce units would take 
part in the exercises in coo- 
rdination with the Americans. The 
location of Sixth Fleet ships taking 
part was not given. 


Islamic Jihad threatens 
American installatiorisr 

SP The residence is the only man. 

tallatfons fo tte Middle East- has tied U.S. ■ 

threatened to hit U.S. institutions 1 

in the region within the next 48. bombing ^ 

hours, the Christian Voice of Leb- “annex 

anon radio station reported Sun- and the 

. rut branch have been cta&pd smee, 

^ The broadcast said the org- and more item 
anisation’s threat maintained that rtcan diplomats w a££»ft tar- 
“the operation will surprise the dependents have been moved oat 
Americans.’* It gave no other det- of Lebanon. ; .^1... 

ails. . . Islamic Jihad hatf claimed rc^- 

A reporter at the station, who po ns ibaiiy for the5«^emf>eF blast 
asked not to be named, said that that atf east-1^ p$nf4e.‘nie=-; 

the information had come from Wing iwo Americans. 

“Lebanese sources” whom the On .Friday, the American tel-* 
reporter refused to identify. evision network ABCsakf tfrcair- 

Islamic Jihad, which translates craft C a rr i ec ."USS Eiserif^ef.jnis . 
as blatnfc holy *ar, is a shadowy been held in the eastern '-Med:-, 
group, believed made up of fun- ^enanean and that oth»4J;S.niiJ- 1 
damentalist Shi’ite Muslims, i£ forces were put 'on he). ! 
which has claimed murderous ghtened -alert to -deaI-wth.si : pos-” 
anti- American attacks in recent sib j e ter r 0 rist attack-' V-V . / V 
years. , . ^ >. •. • 

■ The latest threat comes on the And -the W asmngtoqJ:o5tjep- , 

heels of warnings issued in Beirut orted on Sa ^da iher 

and Washington that Americans aircraft earner, the USSInd- 
in the area may be the target of ependence. h3s been dispatched 
terrorists prior to the U.S. pre- to the eastern Meditetranean for 
sidential election on Tuesday. the same reason. • 

U.S. authorities in recent days The Post cited unnamed '.adm- 
had asked the Lebanese gov- inisfration offc?alyasfgq%ftiie ; 
eminent to reduce and closely . Independence - cfepgtched : 
monitor Lebanese helicopter partly becanse of iid^i^nce rep- 
flights over U.S. Ambassador . oils that an Amen ; c?tf larger may 
Reginald Bartholomew’s res- be hit in Lcbaflgn v^.pO^b^.^ 
idence in the suburb of Yarze east Lf.S. embassy In Cypr.ttt.^. 


Chad unlikely to wreck OAU summit 


By Claude Begin 

Reuter 

BRAZZAVILLE — Twenty- 
eight months after Hissene Habre 
swept to power in Chad, diplomats 
say he appears to have str- 
engthened his hold on the country 
despite a stalemate with rebels in 
the north and armed opposition in 
the south. 

By contrast, former President 
Goukouni Oueddei, ousted by 
President Habre in June 1982, 
looks increasingly isolated fol- 
lowing rebel splits, the diplomats 
and Chadian sources say. 

They believe the failure of 
peace talks between the rival gro- 
ups in the Congo capital, Bra- 
zzaville, at the end of October is 
unlikely to disrupt this week’s 
20th anniversary summit of the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) in Addis Ababa. 

The vexed issue of which faction 
represents the legitimate gov- 
ernment in drought-hit Chad has 
long troubled African diplomacy. 
In the past, ideological splits over 
Chad and the Western Saharan 
conflict have pushed the OAU 
close to collapse. 

But last year Mr. Habre look 
Chad's seal at the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) summit in 
Ethiopia virtually unopposed. 

Mr. Habre is regarded as Chad's 
legitimate ruler by most of the 
world and OAU members tend to 
recognise whoever controls the 
Chad capita) N'Djamena, they 
said. 

The OAU summit, starting on 
Nov. 12, will coincide with the 
mid-November deadline for the 
withdrawal from Chad of 3.000 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 


* Painting exhibition by Suba Taman at 
5:00 p.m. at the Petra Bank gallery, 
head office. Wadi Saqra, Amman , until 
Nov. 7. 

* An exhibition of artificial flower? at 
the Turkish Cultural Centre, until Nov. 
6. 

An exhibition of doth and puppets 
from Russia at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre uniil Nov. s 

FILM 

'"Greek film week in Amman" held at 
the Royal Cultural Centre from Nov. I 
to Nov. 8 . 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre - tel. 661026/7 

American Centre ...... .... 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre ... 37009 

Goethe Instil me 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665 195 

Husraio Youth City 667181 

Y.W.CA 41793 

Y.W.M-A. — 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 ‘ 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

FoBdore Miwnm 1 Jewe l ry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Aba mosaim 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hoars: 9.00 a m - 5 
p m. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

Jartbn ArdMWhgkal M— rum; Hat an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. JaboJ A1 OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours 9.00 ul - 5.00 pjn. 

' (Fridays and official holidays 1 0.00 3 - - 
4 JW p jn.). Closed Tuesday*. 

Jordan National GeBery; Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
bom mast of the Mudim countries and a 
“flection of pannings by I9tb Century 
orientalist artists. Mumaath, Jabal 
Loweibdeli- Opening hows: 10.00 ml 


1 JO p.m. and 3 JO pan. - 6.00 pan. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 301 28. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Mfflfary Mutant): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
am . -4 pjn. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

I’opdar Life <d Jordan Mroewa: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9 jOO a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tusdays. Tel. 371 69. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

liana Amman Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at ihe Hol- 
iday Inn. 1.30 pm. 

Lions Ph aud e i phla Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7 JO pm. 
P hiladel phia Rotary dab. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the inicreomincmai Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Autmobfle Clnb. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

Church of the Anuadatka (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lnweibdeb. 37440. 

De la SadBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 66I7S7. 

Cborcfa of the Amnnctatioa (Greek 
Orthodoi) Abdali. 23541. 

Angpran Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian CathnBr Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodoi Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

5L Ephraim Church (Syrian Ort- 
hodox)) Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman International Church ( Idler - 
denominational}: meets (U Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisant. 816534. 
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French troops, which intervened 
on Mr. Habre" s side last year to 
help stop the fighting, and 5,000 
Libyan soldiers backing Mt. Gou- 
kouni. 

Though the peace talks in Bra- 
zzaville failed due to wrangling 
over the legitimacy issue, 150 
Chadians of a dozen opposed pol- 
itical and militaiy groups talked 
together for a week and agreed to 
meet again later. 

This would have been unt- 
hinkable at one time and the talks 
were seen as a partial success by 
delegates of most factions who 
attended and by the Congolese 
government 

Two attempts to hold the 
OAUs 19th summit in Libya in 
1982 were abandoned when a 
quorum could not be reached bec- 
ause of entrenched positions in the 
so-called progressive and mod- 
erate camps over Chad and the 
Western Sahara. 

Whether or not fighting res- 
umes once France and Libya have 
completed their withdrawal from 
Chad is unlikely to have any imp- 
act on this yeafs summit, dip- 
lomats said. 

Following the French int- 
ervention. Chad was effectively 
split in two. If Mr. Habre and Mr. 
Goukouni decided to settle the 
issue by force, they would pro- 
bably wait until the foreign troops 
had left, the diplomats said. 

The OAU can argue that unlike 
previous peace efforts it was not 
involved in the Brazzaville talks 
and therefore not responsible for 
their failure, the sources said. 

The talks resulted from months 
of diplomatic efforts by left- 


leaning Congolese President 
Denis Sassou Nguesso who has 
shifted from open support of Mr. 
Goukouni to neutrality, they said. 

Trouble began even before the 
talks really got under way when 
the 60-strong delegation from Mr. 
GoukounPs Libyan-backed Tra- 
nsitional Government of National 
Union (GUNT) boycotted the 
first session because there was no 
OAU involvement. 

Adoum Yacoub. GUNTs for- 
eign secretary, oaly agreed to att- 
end after he received assurances 
from Congolese Foreign Minister 
Antoine Ndinga Oba. 

Conference sources said he told 
Mt. Yacoub the Brazzaville mee- 
ting had been endorsed by the 
OAU and that an OAU official 
would be present if a summit fol- 
lowed the preparatory talks. 

The GUNT insisted on OAU 
involvement because its claim to 
legitimacy rests on an OAU- 
sponsored agreement reached in 
Lagos in 1977. setting up a pro- 
visional government out of 11 
previously waning factions to rule 
Chad until elections could be held. 

During the Brazzaville talks Mr. . 
Habre’ s Foreign Minister Gouara 
Lasso u ruled out any return to 
OAU- type power-sharing. Mr. 
Habre- has repeatedly argued that 
the OAU has too many problems 
of its own to settle as complex an 
issue as Chad. 

Although the Addis Ababa 
summit is likely to call for a res- 
umption of peace talks, one 
Congo-based French diplomat 
said it will concentrate on other 
issues now the Chadians have 
shown they can meet on the frown. 


Israel reportedly 
arms deal with Tehran 


By James Adams 

After four years of supplying arms 
to Iran For the war with Iraq, Israel 
has cut off supplies of essential 
munitions such as artillery shells 
and tank spares. This may be one 
reason why the expected Iranian 
offensive against Iraq's front line 
has been delayed so long. 

Since 1981 a steady stream of 
arras including tyres for Phantom 
jets, spares and ammunition for 
Chieftain tanks , and small arms 
ammunition for the army has flo- 
wed from Israel to Iran. The flow 
has stopped because Israel has run 
out of the spares that Iran wants 
and there has been a running arg- 
ument over late payments for 
arms delivered. - - 

' The'origiaai deal was stitched 
together by the then Israeli Dep- 
uty Defeoce Minister, Mordechai 
Zippori, at a meeting in Paris with 
representatives of the Ayatollah 
Khomeini at the beginning of 
1980. 

The Israelis had become ext- 
remely concerned about the safety 
of Jews in Iran following the arrest 
and execution of the psesidenvof 
tbe Jewish community in Iran who 
was shot as a Zionist spy. The Isr- 
aeli government fell that this 
might be the precursor to a wid- 
espread campaign against Jews in 
Iran and there was a fear that tho- 
usands might be killed. 

Mr. Zippori was authorised to 
offer Iran a wide range of arms at 
the regular market price. As part 
of the deal, Iran had to agree to 
provide protection for all Jews liv- 


ing in the countiy-and td allow 
emigration when requested. 

Israel thus received ibdth a fin- 
ancial and political betftflf frm 
the deal. • . 7 ^. 

To avoid a pifoticjonsciy/tte 
deal was disguised. The Israeli 
goveramentallowed a'foc&am*' , 
dealer. David KooH’l tpbuy“sof : 
plus" government arms^ T^iese 
were then sold to a.Genev-a-fc«s«l 
company which was e lisat for tfe 
Khomeini regime, r. - V. ? ' 

"The- first shipment bf f-55mni 
artillery shells and l09rafo rec- 
oiless rifle ammunition worth 59 m 
was ready to be sliippe^ frorti ihe 
Israeli port of ElfotMIranin. 1 
before the American hostages 
were released frora the lv5. .emb- 
assy fn Tehran. Bat ti;eCL*\iietii! 
-of the deal and ‘ the* U;S: Amb- 
assador in LsraeL San^l^Vistwar-j 
ned the then Israeli Defence Klfo- 
ister, Ezer Weizman.thatifsFioukl 
not proceed while the' Americans 
were still captive..-Tlie shipment 
was delayed until the i hostages 
were released^ .. - 

. Since that first deal, hundreds ol 
Jews have been aUpwed.to leay« 
Iran, and all persecutions of Jew 
inside the country has stopped 
Iranian Jews have. Bunted up. n 4 
Israel — one paid cash for the Jer 
usaiem Sheraton in 1981 — am 
others have settled .in Berverh 
Hills, California. ‘ 

Now that the arms for Jews dea 
has been cancelled ihe 'future 0 
the several thousand. Jews remj 
aining in the country is. uncertain 
— The Sunday Times, London. [ 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


- AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation depanmem at the Queen Alia 
Iruenwaonal Airport teL ( 08) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 


Cairo (MS) 


Aqaba (RJ j 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Muscat, Bahrain ( RJ) 

1 — Dhahran (RJ) 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Larnaca, Damascus ( RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Kuwait (XU) 

Cairo (MS) 

Jeddah, Medina (SV) 

........ Balgrade, Istanbul (JU) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

Cairo (RI) 

Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

...... .... Cairo (MS) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


...... — Cairo (RI) 

Beirut (RJ) 

- Aqaba (RI) 

Cairo (MS) 

Beirut (MEA) 

— New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Vienna. Chicago (RJ) 

Cairo (RI) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah. Medina (SV) 

Istanbul, Balgrade (JU) 

— Kuwait (RJ) 

— — Dhahran (RJ) 

— Doha. Muscat f RJ) 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

— ... Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (RI) 

— ........... Baghdad (RJ) 

— ..... Damascus. Larnaca (RJ) 

Cairo (MS) 

Lisbon. Rio dc Janeiro (I A) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Jindai Maru 

— Australian Eagle 

— JoOy Blue 

— KhaKd I 


— An tares 

— Kairos 

— A1 Zahraa 

— Jarash 

— Kragu Jevac 

— Tata 

— Free Spirit 

— Nedlboyo Van Diemen 

— Mountain Azalea 

— Brave Pioneer 

— Seven 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
22324 (six tines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seWbuy rates In fils 

Belgian franc 66.4/ 66.8 

Dutch guilder I19JS/ 120.1 

Egyptian guinea 32 0.61 326.6 

French franc : 43.7/ 43.9 

Iraqi dinar 33 1/ 338 

Italian lire (for 1 00) 21 At 21.6 

Japanese yen (for 100) 163.4/ 1643 

Kuwaiti dinar J 327 J/ 1 334 

Lebanese lira 53.8 / 5513 

Omani riyal 1144/ 1152.6 

Qatari riyal 109/ 109.7 

Saudi riyal — 111.6/ 112 

Swedish crown 46 At 46.6 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193. 775 III 

FinstaJd, fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Hie headquarters 22090-3 

Wide rescue 192. 211 II. 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service — 771 1 25-8 
Queen Alia Im. Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn _ 44281-4 
Akfleh Maternity. J. Amman .. 4244] 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisant ... 664171-4 

Shmewani Hospital 669131 

University Hospiioi 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158. 


Swiss franc 


163.7/ 164.6 


Syrian lira 43.1/ 43.6 

UAE dirham 108.1/ 108.8 

U.K. sterling pound — 498 J/ 501 J 

US. dollar 395.5/ 392J 

W. German mark 134.4/ 135.2 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wifi be partly cloudy, with chance for 
thunder showers. Light and variable 
winds wiO be becoming southwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, h win be dusty, 
and partly cloudy with scattered sho- 
wers. Winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas enim 


Al-Mnasber Hospital 667227-41 

The Islamic. Abdali 66S292 

Al-Ahii, Abdali .... 664164' 

h»fe»n . AhMuhajneen 777101-3 

Al-Basfair. J. Ashrafieh 77JUI 

Army, Mark* 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Kbaled Ate Khamis ... .'770468 


Dr. Anwar Mon A1 Haj —'771020 

Mreish pharmacy •. 770910 

A1 Salats pharmacy 36730 - 

fiaaman pharmacy. ■ 777S 4 

Hadltha pharmacy 30836 

Fayez pharmacy .^.661627 - 

lyad pharmacy 774SI2 

TAXIS: 

Taxina lam 44660 

Jerusalem taxi 39655 

Tomer taxi 666417 

Khaled ta*i- 25715 1 

Knrdi taxi 841309 ■ 

Waddabtaxi SJ2454 • 

1RBQ} ' ' . ' 

Dr. Mohammad Meqdadi (— ) - 

AJ Awdah pharmacy 2 357 , 

ZABQA: . . . - : 

Dr. Ghazi A 1 Rousan Li. 982938; 
A 1 Shaker -pharmacy Z. ij 

GENERAL' 

-ij i. ■ # : l - - • a- -■ ■ •’ 

. Jordan Trierisicm .„ i .”^_A_'-. 773lil; 

'Rmlio Jordan- ~:Z TJ4l til 

. Muustiy qf Toiiririri 4231 Ij 

Hctfd complaints 6664I2J 

Price complaints 661 176} 

Telephone: J 

Intormiuion 12 

Johlaa and Middle East caIR H] 

Overseas sails ^ y ~. 17 

Cable -or tdegram. ^ ,lj 

Repair service . y .- V,. 13 


market prices 


Uppertlower price 

Apple (golden)- .J_ 

Apple (local) 

Apple (stark en) 


Low)hlgh temperature bt depC. 

Amman ,, — ■ — 12/23 

Aqaba — 1 16/31 

Deserts 12/24 

Jordan Vaflcy — 2002 

Yesterday's high remperatnreir 
Amman 23, Aqaba 3i> Huxordity rea- 
dings; Amman 31 per cost. Aqaba 42 
percent. 


Banana (Muluimmar) 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Cabbage l 

Carrot 

Caulifloyfcr 

Cucumber (targe) . .. 
Cucumber (small) 

Dates 

EgHAant'darge) — ^ 

Effipiant (small) 

Figs • - •" 

.Garlic 

.Grapes 

.Grapefruit' 1 

Guavas 


in fib per teg. ■ 
— 180/ ISO 

190/ 160 
J .T80/150 
« — -280/240 
240/210 
-w. 480/420 ... 
— : 550/500” 
—.1307100 = 

140/ 110 

:~: ixinoQ 
L...L30/-100- 
..f- 330/300. 
— 220/200 
4- XSOmOv , 
;_..;i70/.j30 - 
...^350/306,. 

™ ts®/i5ir 

-.-250/20*7.. 

^..UO/-®.-; 

-2-760/120 


fteoa 7 i ; n i-n . r . - (30/ id 

MaBaw ^:_„L:200/l 

Marrow (hdrae) ^. 130 At 

' Marmw {airaII) "^ZSH_>210. ' .! 

■ OBioa <d»y) 160/ 

Oafco (green) 

. OEves (green) ■ — ~ /:---^t4tr/ 

'Oranges (Ate SaQaKl-'.i -^>407 

y miia --i_-.r- ri. jr 
-Satoadf --’-Trr- 



ter 
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Board reviews b uildin g 
code, national energy book 


AMMAN (Petra) — The National 
Building Code (NBC) higher 
board held a meeting Sunday 
under the - chairmanship of Min- 
ister of Public Works' Ra' if Nijem 
to discuss the' progress in pre- 
paring the code and to review rec- 
ommendations of an ad hoc com- 
mittee. A board spokesman said 
later that the board decided to 
issue a special national guidebook 
on energy in view of its imp- 
ortance and the effect of energy on 
the national economy. 


The board -has requested that 
The Royal Scientific Society, 
where the building research centre 
is located, to issue the guidebook 
before the end of 198S. 

Ministers of industry and trade, 
municipal and rural affairs and the 
environment and transport as well 
as the Housing Corporation's dir- 
ector, the dean of Engineering 
Faculty at the University of Jor- 
dan and the president of the Jor- 
danian Engineering Association 
attended the meeting. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet endorses Egyptian trade protocol 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet Sunday endorsed a trade pro- 
tocol agreement with Egypt signed last month. The cabinet also 
approved the minutes of the joint Jordanian Egyptian economic 
committee meeting that covered bilateral cooperation in tracle, 
industry, energy, transport and tourism, and the exchange of 
manpower and cooperation in planning affairs. 

Arab tourism talks to open today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The general assembly of the Arab Tourism 
Organisation will open an extraordinary session in Amman Mon- 
day. The four-day meeting to be attended by representatives of 
various Arab states will elect a secretary general and will endorse 
several byelaws governing administrative and financial affairs. 
The delegates will also discuss a pan -Arab tourism strategy. 

Tarawneh opens civil defence centres 

IRBID (Petra) — Civil Defence Director Kfialed Tarawneh ope- 
ned in Irbid governorate Sunday a civil defence centre at Taibeh. 
The new centre has been provided with two fire engines, first aid 
supplies and qualified staff. The inauguration ceremony was att- 
ended by Iibi tfs district governor, the mayor and other officials. 
Major General Tarawneh later opened a temporary civil defence 
centre at the permanent site of Yannouk University to offer 
services to a number of neighbouring villages. 

IDB loans JD 45,000 to enterprises 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) j 
granted 33 loans worth JD 45,000 to various small enterprises and 
artisans last month to raise the total loans offered in the past 10 
months to JD 142.000. A bank spokesman said that the loans 
went to finance projects in carpentry, aluminium and b/acksraithy 
workhops. solar heaters, auto maintenance workshops, pho- 
tography, bakeries and confectioneries r 

Court sentences, fines embezzlers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two Jordanians have been given jail terms 
and were fined for embezzling pubKc fundar A spokesman for the ; 
military court said that Maher Mohammad Ali A1 Awad .was 
sentenced to 15 years in jail and will pay a fine of JD 870 and 
Abdul Rahmad Saleh will go to prison for two and a half years and 
pay a fine of JD 161. The military governor has endorsed the 
sentences. 



Education minister meets Madaba school directors 


Nearly 34% of population 
still illiterate, Saket says 

MADABA (Petra) — Education Minister Hikmat AI 
Saket announced here Sunday that nearly 34 per 
cent of the total population of Jordan is still illiterate 
and most of this figure are women. He said that 
despite the ministry’s efforts to eradicate illiteracy 
by opening schools for adults and evening classes in 
various regions, the number of those attending them 
is quite low. Last year those attending adult edu- 
cation classes were no more than 6,000, the minis ter 
said at a meeting with directors of schools in Madaba 
District. 



Minister of Agriculture Mohammad AI Bashir (left) 
poses after presenting medals and certificates of 
merit to farmers who have contributed to the Hig- 


hland Development Project by reclaiming land 
(Petra photo) 


Agriculture Ministry honours farmers 
for reclamation of highland regions 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian 
men and women farmers were 
honoured by the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture Sunday for their efforts in 
reclaiming and cultivating hig- 
hland areas. 

A special ceremony was held on 
the occasion during which Min- 
ister of Agriculture Mohammad 
AI Bashir presented medals and 
certificates of merit to the exe- 
mplary fanners in the course of 
the country's celebrations of 
World Food Day. The day has 
been chosen by the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 1FAO) 
to honour rural women for their 
role in agricultural and social dev- 
elopment and increasing food 
production. 

A silver medal was presented to 
Mrs. Thurayya Mohammad Ai 
Rashid from AI Aalouk village in 
Zarqa district, and a bronze medal 
to Mr. Mahmoud AI Abed AI 
Hamidan and his wife from the 
village of Souf in Jerash district. 

The 65-year old Mrs. AI Rashid 
had to bring up her children and at 
the same rime cultivate her land 
between 1975 and 1983 following 
(hfc 'death t»f her husband; She rec? 
eived assistance from the Ministry 
of Agriculture within a pro- 
gramme for developing the hig- 
hlands. Mis. AI Rashid ploughs 
the fields, grows crops by herself 
and she has planted fruit trees. 


The 60-year-old Mr. AI Ham- 
idan. the father of nine daughters 
and two young sons, embarked on 
reclaiming his land in 1970 and 
completed it in 1984 with the help 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
in cooperation with his wife and 
his daughters! Mr. AI Hamidan 
has three daughters who are now 
employed as teachers in Amman. 
The honoured farmers had been 
living in caves before thev were 
offered assistance, and had made 


heavy sacrifices towards the cul- 
tivation of their fields. At present, 
both families live in new clean 
homes provided with the nec- 
essary facilities. 

Ministry of Agriculture Under 
Secretary Salem AJ Lawzi, the 
representative of the United Nat- 
ions World Food Programme in 
Amman Mr. Adnan Ra'ouf and 
other officials were among those 
attending the ceremony. 


Referring to the newly int- 
roduced regulations requiring 
students to take an entrance exam 
to the secondary stage, the min- 
ister said that these regulations are 
deemed necessary in the national 
development process and for mak- 
ing available as many qualified 
and skilled workers as possible to 
help implement development pro- 
jects. 

According to Mr. Saket 96 per 
cent of Jordanian children join the 
elementary school every year and 
these, he said, require the most 
attention at this level. He said Lhat 
in order to avoid shortages in the 
number of teachers the ministry 
has employed qualified conscripts 
in a number of schools in remote 


regions. 

Illiteracy programme 

The ministry is spending JD 
300,000 annually on adult edu- 
cation programmes, and the 
money pays for teachers, 
money pays for teachers, the pur- 
chase of books and stationery and 
for facilities at literacy centres 
around the counoy. 

At present nearly 10.000 male 
and female adults receive edu- 
cation at literacy centres in Jordan 
— upon from 2.567 in 1968. 

Jordan embarked on adult edu- 
cation programmes in 1953 when 
several evening classes were ope- 
ned in a number of cities to offer 
education to those who missed the 


Hikm at AI Saket 
opportunity of learning when they 
were young. It was not until 1965 
when the Ministry of Social Aff- 
airs and the Ministry of Education 
joined forces to launch organised 
programmes to spread education 
among illiterates on a large scale. 

At present, the whole task lies 
on the shoulder of the Ministry of 
Education which opens a literacy 
class wherever it finds at least 15 
adults wishing to acquire basic lea- 
rning. and these illiterate people 
are offered free education, free 
books and stationery. 

Upon the completion of a lit- 
eracy course at these centres the 
adults are awarded a diploma cer- 
tifying that they have acquired 
elementary- level education. 


Jordan Finance Consortium director 
arrives to discuss banking operations 


Ministry official leaves to attend 
education conference in Sweden 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take pan in an international con- 
ference on “special education and 
guarantee of employment” which 
is due to open in Sweden Monday. 
Mr. Khader Qauao. the legal adv- 
iser to the Ministry of Education's 
special education department left 
for Sweden Sunday to take pari in 
the three -day conference. 

In a pre-departure .statement. 
Mr. Oauan said that he will give a 
lecture - to the- conference . dis- 


cussing the gap between schools 
and the work market. Several lea- 
ding experts in special education 
in Sweden will address the con- 
ference which will also discuss iss- 
ues of social planning in Sweden. 
Mr. Qattan said. 

He added Lhat the participants 
in the conference will tour a num- 
ber of schools and centres for the 
rehabilitation of the handicapped 
and ' will visit institutions con- 
cerned with social development. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The director 
general of the Jordan Finance 
Consortium (JFC) in London Mr. 
Maurice Constant arrived in 
Amman Sunday for a visit and 
talks on the consortium's ope- 
rations which commenced last 
month. 

The talks will mainly be with 
Dr. Mohammad Sa’id AI Nabuisi, 
governor of the Central Bank of 
Jordan who is also chairman of the 
JFCs board of directors and rep- 
resentative of the .Jordanian gov- 
ernment in the consortium. Mr. 


JFCs establishment was app- Investment and Finance Cor- 
roved by the Jordanian gov- poration, Jordan Securities Cor- 
ernmeut in August and its board poration and the National Fin- 
held its first meeting in September ancral Investment Company, 
when Dr. Nabuisi was elected cha- According to a spokesman for 
irman. JFC has a capital of £20 the JFC, operations started in 
million of which the government London on Oct. 22 with the pur- 
has a 20 per cent share. The sec- pose of attracting Arab inv- 
ond largest shareholder is the estments to channel them into 
Housing Bank with a 15 per cent development projects in Jordan, 
share. The other shareholders are; Also, the JFC was designed to 
the Bank of Jordan, the Cairo- help finance trade, to enable its 
Amman Bank. Jordan-Gulf Bank, shareholders to operate more eff- 
Jordan Kuwait Bank, Jordan Nat- iciently in international business 


resentative of the .Jordanian gov- Jordan Kuwait Bank, Jordan Nat- iciently in international business 
eminent in the consortium. Mr. ional Bank, Petra Bank, the and to provide banking services 
Cqn^nt. will also, hold talks with Syrian-Jordanian Bank, the Arab for the Arab community in the 
goffer officials and Jordanian bus- Jordan InvestraentBhnk. Ftnatlce United Kingdom, the spokesman 
.ihiessmen. ‘ and .Credit Corporation,. Jordan said. 


Hijaz Railway Corporation lacks sufficient funds to revitalise, 
develop regional rail network for tourism, transport of goods 


Indian life slowly returns to normal 


(Continued from page 1) 

& 

p It also implied that other senior 
fj army officers also were involved. 

The Defence Ministry denied the 
if reports, calling them "baseless 
£. and false.” 

ti ‘Death threat’ 

f In London, a Sikh secessionist 
leader who declared Saturday that 
£V. Mrs. Gandhi deserved to die says 
S-. he is under British police pro- 
r.'; lection after receiving death thr- 
fff eats. 

Jagjit Singh Chauhan, president 
of the self-styled republic of Kha- 
listan, said that anonymous callers 
told him his death had been dec- 
ided on. He warned that there 
rr " would be bloodshed in Britain if 
fr . he was assassinated. 

Mr, Chauhan told a news con- 
Terence in London Saturday that 
£;*; Mrs. Gandhi earned death after 
r- the storming of the holiest Sikh 
j'- shrine. . the Golden Temple in 
tr Amritsar. He added that her son 
and successor Rajiv would suffer 
’the same fate. 

i * Scotland Yard declined to con- 

** firm or deny it was protecting Mr. 
•v Chauhan who said a police officer 
£>; . was guarding his west London 
■c"_ home after the calls, 
pr’ In New Delhi. British Prime 
6;- Minister Margaret Thatcher said 
^ Saturday her government had 
wanted to prosecute Mr. Chauhan 
for incitement to violence but pol- 
ice had not found sufficient evi- 
dence. 


Soviets repeat charges 

In Moscow, despite strongly- 
worded U.S. complaints, the Sov- 
iet media have again implied that 
Washington was involved in Mrs. 
Gandhi's murder. 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz protested forcefully about 
the Soviet media reports Saturday 
when he met Soviet Prime Min- 
ister Nikolai Tikhonov after Mrs. 
Gandhi’s funeral. 

But Mr. Shultz said Mr. Tik- 
honov had indicated the Soviet 
Union did not think the United 
States was linked to the ass- 
assination and suggested Was- 
hington was wrong to say the rep- 
orts came from Moscow. 

Nevertheless, the Soviet press 
and the official news agency TASS 
continued publishing reports str- 
ongly suggesting the United States 
had at least an indirect hand in the 
killing. 

The Communist party daily 
Pravda said Sunday Mrs. Gandhr s 
foreign policy had displeased “the 
forces of imperialism and col- 
onialism'' — a reference to the 
United States and its allies. 

As a result these forces had sou- 
ght to encircle India with hostility 
and stir up internal rivalries, Vsy- 
evolod Ovchinnikov wrote in the 
paper’s weekly international rev- 
iew column. 

In an article headed “Who Gui- 
ded the Murderer’s Hand?” the 
daily Sovietskaya Rossiya (Soviet 
Russia) said Mrs. Gandhr s death 
.was the result of a plot planned- 


“with help from overseas.” 

The day after Mrs. Gandhi was 
shot, the Soviet media said Was- 
hington funded Sikh separatists 
and charged that the Central Int- 
elligence Agency (CIA I was beh- 
ind many political assassinations. 
Other East bloc media took a sim- 
ilar statement. 

Cabinet expanded 

Meanwhile, the new prime min- 
ister Sunday expanded the small 
emergency cabiaet set up imm- 
ediately after his mother's mur- 
der, retaining most of the min- 
isters who had served Mrs. Gan- 
dhi. 

The new list adds nine cabinet 
ministers, 21 ministers of state and 
1 1 deputy ministers. All members 
of Mrs. Gandhi's government 
were included except Planning 
Minister P.C. Sethi and two min- 
isters of state. 

Political analysts said Mr. Gan- 
dhi had retained old faces to avert 
possible dissention within the rul- 
ing Congress (I) Part)' with barely 
two months before expected gen- 
eral elecrions. 

Mr. Gandhi, a 40-year-old for- 
mer airline pilot, toured tense 
areas of the capital before dawn 
Saturday, and again Saturday 
night after attending his mother's 
state funeral. 

Priests will stan removing Mrs. 
Gandhi's ashes from the funeral 
pyre Monday and the remains will 
later be immersed in- rivers and 
scattered over mountains thr- 
oughout the land. 


By Fathi Orqan 

AMMAN — Jordan is one of the 
Arab countries which still lack 
proper railway services though 
elements for establishing railroads 
exist and the country's need for 
them is great. At present the 
Aqaba Railway Corporation 
(ARC) operates a line to cany 
phosphates produced at Hassa in 
southern Jordan to Aqaba for 
export. There is also a line linking 
Amman with Zarqa and one that 
goes to Ma'an. But while the first 
is occasionally operational acc- 
ording to the tourist season and 
depending on excursion trips und- 
ertaken by schools and foreign ins- 
titutions. the other is totally ina- 
ctive. 

The railway linking Amman 
with Damascus has not been ope- 
rated for some time and all ind- 
ications are that this situation will 
continue indefinitely. 

A few years ago. Jordan. Syria 
and Saudi Arabia discussed the 
prospect of reviving the Hijaz Rai- 
lway which connects Damascus 
with Saudi Arabia through Jor- 
dan. The three countries set up a 
special committee to follow up 
studies on the project but no more 
has been heard about the com- 
mittee or the project ever since. 

Director General of. the Jor- 
danian side of the Hijaz Railway 
Corporation (HRC), Fares AI 
Sajrairch. was able to shed more 
light on the situation. He said that 
the designs for building a broader 
line and reactivating the rail sys- 
tem have been prepared and there 


is at present a permanent hea- 
dquarters for the joint committee 
based in Damascus. According to 
the designs, building one kil- 
ometre of railroad will cost JD 1 
million, but considering the length 
of the projected line and the 
HRCs limited resources there is 
no chance that sufficient amounts 
will be available for the project 
Mr. Saraireh said. 

Phosphates, goods 

The Hijaz Railway used to tra- 
nsport phosphates from Ruse if a 
near Amman to Ras AI Naqab in 
southern Jordan and trains used to 
carry 30 per cent of the goods 
imported via Aqaba along with 
transporting cereals produced in 
southern Jordan to the north and 
to Beirut; and the trains returned 
with other goods for Jordan. Mr. 
Saraireh pointed out. He said that 
now this process has ended. 

The Aqaba Railway Cor- 
poration (ARC) is using part of 
the southern line to cany pho- 
sphates from Hassa to Aqaba, and 
goods have stopped reaching 
Amman or Beirut by train. But he 
added the Aqaba Railway Cor- 
poration is paying the HRC JD 
140.000 annually to make up for 
the loss. 

HRC deputy director Mutamen 
Imaduddin said there are plans for 
transporting cereals from Aqaba 
to Ministry of Supply silos in Jwe- 
ideh, south of Amman, and fuel 
from the Jordan Petroleum Ref- 
inery Company in Zarqa to reg- 
ions in southern Jordan. He app- 


ealed to citizens living near the rai- 
lways throughout the country to 
tiy to prevent any tampering with 
the lines and to refrain from cau- 
sing damage so that the line can 
remain ready for service at any 
time. 

Another HRC official, Mr. 
Sudki Lutfi. said that the present 
train carriages have been in use 
since 1918, and replacing them is 
bound to cost a lot of money. Also, 
the railroad is narrow and does not 
serve the modern requirements, 
he said. Mr. Lutfi said a trip from 
Amman to Zarqa lasts one hour 
not only because the train is old 
and slow, but also because irr- 
esponsible people obstruct its jou- 



One of the diesel engines operating on the Zarqa-Mafraq line (Photo 
by Nasser Namrouti) 


ended three to four kilometres to 


mey. Some people walk on the 'reach, say, Zarqa car station, great 
rails as they see the train app- numbers of passengers would be 
reaching, place rocks on it or allow willing to use the train to commute 


their children to stone the car- 
riages as the train passes by. 

One of the train's drivers. Mr. 
Daoud Mustafa, said that several 
years ago the train made six to 
seven daily trips in various dir- 
ections carrying passengers or 
goods. Indeed the train used to be 
the main means of transport in 
Jordan before building the Desert 
Highway to Aqaba. Mr. Mustafa 
said. Trains, he added, are more 
economical for Jordan since they 
save fuel, are safer for passengers, 
are less polluting than vehicles and 
cost less to repair. 

Mahmoud AJ Bartiri. who has 
been working for the Hijaz Rai- 
lway for 30 years, says the trains 
should be made to reach main cit- 
ies like Amman, Irbid and Maf- 
raq. If the present lines were ext- 


Hundreds dying daily in Ethiopa 


prC (Continued from page 1) 

j.-i -3.2 million peasants and des- 
: troyed their -way of life. 

.tV--’ Wollo is- one of the provinces 
worst, afflicted by the drought, 
' which threatens famine for up to 
i; seven million people across the 
country. Tens of thousands of the 
VI province’s people are on the 
^■ march, having given up any ati- 
emptto grow crops. RRC officials 


said. 

They are trekking towards pla- 
ces like Korero, where 31,000 
drought victims are being cared 
for and 18.000 other peasants 
have set up scanty shelters awa- 
iting the day when they or their 
children will be weak enough to 
qualify for assistance. 

Yehuwalashet Demerew, the 
RRCs regional representative. 


says some 50 to 100 people at 
Korera die each day. many of 
them children too weak to survive 
hunger-associated illnesses and 
the chilling night cold at 3.000 
metres altitude. 

Among the tin-roofed shelters 
and plastic tents that make up the 
“intensive care” unit at Korem, 
there is a cluster of five canvas 
tents called the orphanage. 


m Israel launches 3-month price freeze 


: (Cootinoed from page 1) 

i at ? ; . . ' 

.'A v A the protracted negotiations and it 
his intervention that ied to the 
^tstiadrut labour federation and 
association re!- 
A^qtatody. Accepting Lbe freeze last 

■JT't : •• -• • 


Even after initialling the pact, 
the government and labour- union 
were still arguing about whether 
the price freeze include fuel and 
basic foodstuffs subsidised by the 
government- 


current rate of about 21 per cent 
to under 10 percent by next Jan- 
uary. 

This would still leave an annual 
rate of about 200 per cent but 
would give the .government val- 



Mr. Modai said the aim was to:.. uable breathing space in which to 
reduce monthly inflation from its em its own budget 


Railway carriages which have been in use on the Jordan railroads since 1918 (Photo by Nasser Nao* 
routi) 


to work daily, Mr. Battiri sug- 
gested. 

Ottoman plans 

According to Mr. Saraireh, the 
idea of constructing the Hijaz Rai- 
lway dates back to 1 864 when a 
German engineer proposed to (he 
Ottomans to build a railway line to 
connect Damascus with the Red 
Sea. The idea, he said was for- 
gotten until 1900 when Sultan 
Abdul Hamid announced during 
his silver jubilee celebrations that 
he planned to buCd a railway to 
link Istanbul with Hijaz in the wes- 
tern parts of the Arabian Pen- 
insula. 

He issued a call io Muslims of 
his empire to collect the necessary 
hinds to finance the project, 
which, he said, would facilitate the 
travel of pilgrims to Medina and 
Mecca, and saved them the tro- 
uble of travelling on animals, a trip 
that took months, and exposed the 
caravans to bedouin attacks on the 
way. Mr. Saraireh said. 

But, in fact, the idea of building 
the railway line had political and 
military objectives. Mr. Saraireh 
said. The railway line, he exp- 
lained. was needed to transport 
Turkish troops to the Arabian 
Peninsula without having to travel 
via the Suez Canal, and the line 
would no doubt strengthen Tur- 
key’s hold over the Arab countries 
in the region. The sultan’s call for 
fund-raising was met with ent- 
husiasm and land survey ope- 
rations were conducted before 
embarking on the project. These 
surveys took six years to complete, 
Mr. Saraireh added. 

Soon afterwards, he said, a 
French company built a railway 
tine linking Hama and Damascus, 
and an English company built one- 
connecting the port of Haifa in 
Palestine with Der’a in southern 
Syria. The Der’a-Zarqa line was 
built also at this time followed by 


the Amraan-Ma’an line which 
became operational by 1904. Aft- 
erwards the Ma'an-Tabbouk line 
was built in 1907 and was ext- 
ended to Medina in 1 908. 

Political disturbances 

A railway line between Medina 
and Mecca was never built due to 
serious political disturbances ins- 
ide the Ottoman Empire: and a 
trip by train from Damascus to 
Medina used to take lwo or three 
days, Mr. Saraireh said. However, 
the outbreak of the First World 
War in 1914 put an end to all train 
trips from and to the Arabian Pen- 
insula. 

When the Ottomans entered 
the war on the side of Germany, 
the Hijaz Railway became the 
most important lifeline for Turkey 
in the Arabian Peninsula, and was 
used to reinforce Turkish troops 
stationed there. Mr. Saraireh said. 

But the outbreak of the Great 
Arab Revolt, under Sharif Hus- 
sein Ibn Ali in 1916. caused total 
disruption of the Hijaz Railway, 
for the Arabs caused irreparable 
damage to at least 60-miles of the 
line. Mr. Saraireh explained. He 
said that in 1930 and 1938 fresh 
attempts were made to rebuild the 
line from Ma'an to Medina which 
had been damaged during the war, 
bur the attempts totally failed. 

In the early 1950s. he said, a 
special committee was set up 
comprising the communications 
ministers of Syria. Jordan and. 
Saudi Arabia to rebuild the line 
and then in 1956 the committee 
announced a tender for a fea- 
sibility study which was first awa- 
rded to a Polish firm and then to 
an American company. But due to 
a number of difficulties, mostly 
financial, the work was not carried 
out and a new tender was awarded 
to the Saudi Jbn Laden Company. 
This company, he said, required 
additional sums of money to imp- 
lement the project, but the three 
countries refused to respond to 
the request and the work was 
never carried out. — AJ Dustour 
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Israel’s own folly 


ISRAELI authorities in the occupied West Bank recently 
began a new campaign to evict Arab farmers from their cot- 
tages in the Abu AI Ajjaj region of the Jordan Valley. The 
occupation authorities have already Parted demolishing these 
cottages to make way for a new Jewish settlement in the occ- 
upied Arab territories. According to the Israeli plan, nearly 
2©0 Arab homes will be destroyed for this new Israeli project 
under the supervision of the army and representatives of Jew- 
ish settlers in the West Bank to take over the area afterwards. 
All of this is being done by the government in Israel under 
Labour which was supposed to be against the settlement policy 
of the Likud bloc. 

This only goes to show what we have always known and said 
that whichever of the two big parties leads Israel the policy will 
remain the same as far as the Palestinian and their lands are 
concerned. The Israeli intention has always been to replace the 
u» g»» imatp inhabitants of Palestine with a large number of 
Kahanes and Levingers by harassing the Arab inhabitants, 
killing them or driving them out of their homes. 

Israel has been resorting to these methods ever since the 1967 

war with the blessings of Washington irrespective of whether 
the Democrats or the Republicans are in power. Because the 
U.S. has always shown its blind support for Israel's exp- 
ansionist policies, by bailing the Jewish state out of every 
trouble the Israelis drive themselves into (whether this is eco- 
nomic, political or military), the prospect of peace in the Mid- 
dle East remains to be grim. The Arabs, on the other hand, will 
never give up their struggle to regain their land, and will 
continue the fight to liberate it despite the odds and the dis- 
couraging record of our wars with Israel so far. 

Those attacks against the Israelis by the Palestinian and 
Lebanese resistance, in Lebanon and the West Bank and Gaza, 
will continue. Jewish terrorism against the Arabs in the occ- 
upied territories wQl also continue. Sharon and his extremist 
followers are not going to abandon their ambitions in Jordan- 
and elsewhere in the Arab Work). But no Arab will ever accept 
Israeli hegemony and imperialism. 

The cycle of violence and instability will remain closed so 
long as no just and durable peace is attainable in the area. More 
of the same, suffering and bloodshed, for years to come? Yes. 
This is going to be the sad chapter of Middle East history. The 
Israelis may never learn their lesson and the consequences of 
their own folly. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Rai: No fair judge 


FORMER AUSTRIAN Chancellor Bruno Kreisky was reported to 
have hinted that the United States was preparing another initiative to ' 
settle the Middle East question. He said U.S. Secretary of Slate 
George Shultz will shortly announce the initiative that will include 
amendments to the Reagan plan, with the purpose of bridging the 
gap between the views of Washington and Amman on the settlement 
issue. 


Whatever the amendments may be. there can be no room for the 
United States to play a meaningful role unless it finds a common 
ground for understanding with the Arab World at large and not with 
Jordan alone. To bridge the gap. the United States should accept a 
proposal by the U.N. secretary general for holding an international 
conference to settle the Palestine problem on the basis of U.N. 
resolutions that safeguard the legitimate rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

It should be emphasised that any initiative which does not conform 
with the U.N. resolutions to settle the Palestine issue is bound to be a 
mere manoeuvre for time consumption. Washington is advised to 
re-consider its Middle East policies, improve relations with the 
Arabs and express intention of helping the Palestinians regain their 
rights. Unless this is done, the United States, which is bound with 
Israel in a strategic alliance agreement, can not regain the status of a 
fair judge and a neutral mediator. 


Al Diistour: A great human loss 


Some Arabs still have illusions about Uncle Sam 


By Tareq Masarweh 


ONCE THERE was an old and 
I unfounded concept among 
Arabs that confronting Israel 
militarily will necessarily mean 
confronting the U.S. too. This 
idea prompted certain Arab 
leaders to fry to neutralise the 
U.S. in the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict. They began to invest tbeir 
money in United States bus- 
inesses and banks and tended 
more and more towards acc- 
epting, and finally supporting 
U.S. policies in the Middle 
East. 

But this policy seems now to 


have first faltered and then 
completely failed particularly 
in the light of recent U-S-. 
Israeli joint plans in imp- 
lementation of their strategic 
alliance agreement. How can 
the Arab countries continue to , 
accept U.S. policies- any more 
now that the U.S. is a full- 
fledged ally of the Zionist state 
and a guarantor of not only Isr- 
ael's existence but also of aO its 
invasions and occupation of 
Arab territories? 

The U.S. has pledged to foot 
the bill of Israel's wars and its 


policies, and bear the con- 
sequence for everything. It has 
promised to breathe life in Isr- 
ael's economy, which has been 
exhausted because of the con- 
tinuous wars and settlement 
programmes In the West Bank- 
When Israeli prime minister 
Shimon Peres was in the Uni- 
ted States he told the Reagan 
adminis tration that Israel is a 
democratic oasis in the midst of 
a dangerous and unstable reg- .. 
ion, and this situation has left 
facing two alternatives; either 
to be strong economically and 


weak militarily or to be strong 
militarily and weak eco- 
nomically. It opted for the sec- 
ond alternative and the U.S. 
has to help the Israelis to have a 
strong economy 

Peres said that the U.S. 
spends billions of dollars on the 
defence of Europe and South 
East Asia but much less is nee- 
ded in military and economic 
aid to help Israel to survive, 
and at the same time safeguard 
American interests in the Mid- 
dle East. 

As a result of this argument 


THE CREMATION of Indira Gandhi is over and the fire has gone 

nr-viikr^ k °. V°! enC £. is s,iI1 sim ™ring and the tension still 
pn.%a |,s throughout India. The sectarian strife, which was triggered 
by the assassination of the late prime minister, has opened the door 

tol e u L‘li r t r h 0r r t I 0ll h k “* lhC f V lure des P ile lhe government's efforts 
to quell the disturbances in the country. 

The late prime minister' s absence has been fell worldwide because 

as a leader of a great nation, she was endeavouring to establish the 

principles of right and justice everywhere. The presence of so many 

world leaders at her funeral reflects the world’s great concern no't 

•only over the situation in India but also about the dangers that await 

the world when sensible and wise leaders like Mrs. Gandhi cease to 


The leaders who went to pay homage to the late prime minister 
greatly appreciate what she had been doing for her country and the 
world at large. We hope that her son. the new prime minister will take 
steps towards controlling the domestic affairs in India and also re- 
establishing Balanced political stands towards India's neighbours. 


Sawt Al Shaab: They sit and serve Israel 


BEFORE THE final battle for the U.S. presidential election, the 
Democratic and Republican candidates were in a race against time 
to win the support of the American Jews so that each would ensure 
for himself the presidency. 

Walter Mondale has been outbidding Reagan and promising the 
Jews more aid if he wins the election, but Reagan forestalled him bv 
the - Jews in advance - He announced that he was giving Israel 
SI .300 million in cash in addition to 75 sophisticated warplanes. 

■ , 05 paid his k‘ lls i** advance to ensure that he will 

win the election knd return to the White House. But the bargain is 
really part of the U.S.- Israeli strategic alliance, which makes it inc- 
U on wm United Slates to help Israel against the Arabs. 

Whoever wins the elections, he is bound to continue the policy of 
supporting Israel with all means: and if this policy continues, the 
Middle East will be facing more wars and more sufferings. The region 
will also be open to an international polarisation and drawn away 
from peace. 


Gen. Rogers fears losing 2 battles 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 


MONS. Belgium — General Ber- 
nard Rogers fears he may be los- 
ing two battles — one to keep pace . 
with the Warsaw Pact’s military 
might and the other to win the 
hearts and minds of NATO’s own 
citizens. 

But after five years in the job of 
supreme allied commander in 
Europe, the former U.S- army 
chief of staff is still fighting hard 


admitted. 

“But what 1 don't want them to 
do is to wake up some morning 
and find that we are being coerced 
by the other side and we find it 
necessary to make acc- 
ommodations. I don't want them 
to say 'why didn't somebody tell 
us this might happen’,” he said. 
Gen, Rogers believes the West’s 
deterrent is already in jeopardy 
because of what he says is an 
ever-widening gap between 


on both fronts. • - - «. .NATO and-Warsaw Pact military 

Many European officials, even^tapab'ilifles. 
at NATO headquarters, regard ^ "If aitacked conventionally 
Mr. Rogers~as a prophet of doom today, trader the guidance on 
whose warnings of imminent Wes- which I function from my political 


tern demise in a conventional war 
and pleas for huge increases in 
defence spending breed public 
despondency rather than resolve. 

But the general insists the sit- 
uation really is as bad as he says 
and in an interview with Reuters 
last week he vigorously defended 
his right to put this message to the 
people of NATO over the heads of 
their governments. 

“People have said to me some 
nations are unhappy because 1. as 
a military man. speak to their peo- 
ple about what' s required for del- 


authorities I will have to request 
the release of nuclear weapons fai- 
rly early — and it is days and not 
weeks ... that’s factual." he said. 

Since he took charge at Str-' 
ategic Headquarters Allied Pow- 
ers Europe (SHAPE) here in 
1979. replacing General Ale-, 
xander Haig who went on to bec- 
ome President Reagan's first Sec- 
retary of State, Gen. Rogers has 
sought ways to lengthen that nuc- 
lear fuse'. 

Among his successes he counts 
a NATO rapid reinforcement 


when they meet in Brussels on 
Dec.' 4 and 5. 

The plan, criticised by some 
independent defeace specialists, 
aims to exploit new- technology 
weapons to make deep con- 
ventional strikes into Eastern 
Europe to delay or prevent War- 
saw Pact reinforcements from rea- 
ching the battlefield after their 
front line' has attacked NATO. 

Gen. Rogers says FOFA will 
have to prove itself cost-effective. 
But his idea of cost-effectiveness 
sometimes sends shudders down 
the spine of West European def- 
ence planners. 

In May, he publicly censured 
NATO defence ministers after 
they adopted defence planning 
goals requiring a real annual spe- 
nding increase of “only" 3.2 per 
cent — far more than most Eur- 


ence when they, the governments, plan, improved intelligence org- 
have to decide what they wish to anisation and logistics planning 


contribute to the collective sec- and an airborne early-warning 


urity," he said. 

“But if the man who bears the 


system which has defied the laws 
of military gravity by running on 


responsibility for the defence of time and under-budget. 


opean countries are managing 
now. 

Gen. Rogers said then it would 
take a seven per cent real rise each 
year until 1990 to give NATO a 
reasonable prospect of frustrating 
a conventional attack without res- 
orting to nuclear weapons. He 
now regrets that statement. 

“1 should have been smarter 
than to use that ... I really sho- 
uldn't have used the seven per 
ceut figure, but as time gpcs on 
and the goals aren't met, the cost 
of meeting those goals grows gre- 
ater,” he said. 


Western Europe, should som- 
ething occur, doesn’t speak out, 
who the hell else is going to?" he 
said. 

“Sure, from time to time I go 
through the soul-searching of ‘is 
the effort worth it.” That’s one of 
the frustrations, that you can’t 
convince people," Gen. Rogers 


Gen. Rogers stresses that his 
first priority is to imrpveprovee 
NATO's front-line forces to resist 
a conventional attack. 

But he also pins hopes on a con- 
troversial new war-fighting doc- 
trine called “follow-oa force att- 
ack" (FOFA), which he is pressing 
allied defence ministers to adopt 


The seven- per-cent call <fcnd 
frequent appeals for production of 
new chemical weapons have led 
some NATO diplomats to believe 
Gen. Rogers has lost touch with 
political reality. He disputes this. 

“They may think I'm naive in 
thinking that we're going to be 
able to achieve what I'm asking 


Aquino trials may decide Marcos’ future 


By Graham Lovell 

Reuter 


MANILA — The future of Phi- 
lippines President Ferdinand 
Marcos now hinges on the speed 
and credibility of the trial of 26 
‘ men implicated by an official rep- 
on into the murder of opposition 
leader , Benigno Aquino, dip- 
lomats believe. 


After nearly 20 years of aut- 
ocratic rule, nine under martial 
law. Mr. Marcos has given every 
sign that he intends to stand in the 
next scheduled presidential ele- 
ction in 1987. despite opposition 
demands for his resignation over 
the killing of his leading political 
opponent and despite major eco- 
nomic difficulties. 

In a tough weekend speech to the 
army reserve command, he said 
there was “no indication the adm- 
inistration can be overthrown by 
either the bullet or the ballot” 


But the outlook for Mr. Marcos 
seems fraught with difficulties not 
made any easier by the majority 
findings of a commission of inq- 
uiry into Mr. Aquino’s murder at 
Manila Airport in August 1983. . 

Mr. Marcos is under pressure at 
home and from the United States, 
his major ally, for the military men 
deemed responsible to be brought 
to account speedily and eff- 
ectively. 

Political sources said drawn-out 
court proceedings against the 26 
— the country's top general, two 
other generals, 22 other officers 
and men and a civilian — could 
have a decided impact on pro- 


vincial governor and local ele- 
ctions in 1986. 

“If the trial is still going on in 
1986 there might be few people 
willing to tag along with the KBL 
(the ruling New Society Mov- 
ement) ticket," one Western dip- 
lomat said. “ If it is settled quickly 
and there are too many acquittals 
people will remember." 

He added that Mr. Marcos, who 
fared comparatively badly in last 
May's national assembly elections 
as a result of the country’s mou- 
nting problems, might decide to 
bow out gracefully in 1987. 

After receiving the majority 
and minority reports, Mr. Marcos 
ordered the Ombudsman’s Office 
to make the next preliminary inq- 
uiries. It began work last Friday 
and could take a month to decide 
whether there are cases against 
the men named. 

The majority report, signed by 
four of the commission’s five 
members, named armed forces 
Chief of Staff General Fabian Ver 
as among those implicated in Mr. 
Aquino’s murder. 

It also named Maj. Gen. Pro- 
spero Olivas, metropolitan Manila 
police commander, and Brig. Gen. 
Luther Cusiodio. who was in cha- 
rge of airport security, and the mil- 
itary guard ordered to protect the 
former senator 

Gen. Ver, kinsman and close 
confidant of the president, and 
Gen. Olivas have gone on ind- 
efinite leave. Gen. Custodio had 
already been suspended from 
duty. 

Corazon Aquino, widow of Mr. 
Marcos's former arch-rival. and 


Agapito Aquino, his militant you- 
nger brother, have said the maj- 
ority report did not go far enough 
and alleged that the 67-year-otd 
Marcos himself was linked with 
the killing. 

A separate report by the cha- 
irman, former judge Corazon 
.Agrava. named only Gen. Cus- 
todio and the six guards who esc- 
orted Mr. Aquino from the air- 
craft which brought him back from 
three years’ voluntary exile in the 
United States. 

However, few people, either 
individuals attuned to diplomatic 
or political thinking or Filipinos 
quizzed in streets and bars, seem 
to set much credence on Agrava’ s 
report. 

One diplomat said attention 
was focused on who might try the 
case and pressure was mounting to 
have it moved from Manila. 

He added that Mr. Marcos app- 
eared to weather the storm quite 
well during the first few days after 
the release of the separate reports 
but a letter he wrote to Gen. Ver 
had not helped him. 

Gen. Ver wrote to Mr. Marcos 
declaring his innocence and off- 
ering to go on leave of absence 
pending further inquiries. Mr. 
Marcos replied fulsomely. pra- 
ising his courage, devotion and 
distinction. 

He also said: “The cir- 
cumstances under yrhich the board' 
has chosen to implicate you are 
fraught with doubt and great-con- 
tradictions of opinion and te^ 


accused by some members of the 
board." 

Diplomats said this seemed to 
signal clearly Mr. Marcos' own 
views of the case, even before 
pre-trial hearings by the Omb- 
udsman’s Office and the 'next 
stage up. the Sandiganbayan des- 
igned to hear civil and criminal 
cases against civil servants and 
other government officials. 


Newspaper columnists and pol- 
itical opponents of Mr. Marcos 
suggest the proceedings should be 
assigned to a special tribunal hea- 
ded by respected judges. 

Mr. Marcos says the aim is to 
satisfy the rule of law and the Phi- 
lippines constitution, rather than 
respond to pressure from abroad. 
“We are not pet dogs.” he said at 
the weekend. 


Overshadowing the whole issue 
is the effect on negotiations to res- 
chedule the Philippines’ $26 bil- 
lion foreign debt, and get fresh 
loans and aid from the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF). 
These negotiations have reached a 
delicate stage after long delays 
and difficulties but seem near ini- 
tial conclusion. 


tirtiony. And we are deeply dis- 
turbed that on the basis of so- 


called evidence you have been so 


“Events of the past week and 
the coming weeks must have a 
bearing on the economic situation . 
and that will have a bearing on 
1986," said another diplomat. “If 
the KBL or Marcos supporters get 
clobbered in 1986 there b no way 
he is going to bow out (and be) 
remembered in history as a sav- 
iour but he may be able to make a . 
graceful exit." 


Peres got what he wanted and 
went away carrying 1,000 mu- 
lion dollars in his pocket and a 
promise, for 9,000 million dol- 
lars more, and U.S. pledges 
that the Israeli economy willbe 
revived through free exchange 
of trade between the United 
States and Israel. Of course 
most of this money will find its 
way to building settlements in 
the occupied Arab territories 
and will help Israel launch 
more invasions and wage more 
wars on the Arabs. 

The point in question now is 


not the U.S.-Israeli_ relation 
since its nature is quite obvious' 
to all. but rather the U-S.-Arab ; 
relation and what is to become 
of the idea of supporting U.S. 
policies in our region. We now 
wonder about the stands of 
those Arabs who. had invested;, 
billions of dollars in the United , 
States to ensure as they bel- i 
ieve, a better faturefor the-_ 

m selves, and optedforWas-. 
hington rather than Moscow to 
ensure a safer and, as thesy bel- 
ieve that the way to God b sbo^ 
rter through Washington.- \ 


FDP wriggles in 
discomfort over 


• . ■' .... v 


Moilemann affaifeW M". 


By Rudolf Strain* 


for. No, Tm not naive there but 1 
still think people have to be told 
what bit is that’s reqwuiured. 

“The last thing you want to do is 
delude the people to whom you 
are responsible into a false sense 
of security," he said. 

The list of Gen. Rogers’ public 
or private dbagreements with 
NATO's political authorities has 
lengthened in the last year. 

It covers arms control pro- 
posals. the number of tactical nuc- 
lear warheads stockpiled in Eur- 
ope. chemical weapons and the 
conduct of command-post exe- 
rcises as well as defence spending, 
according to NATO officials and 
diplomats. 

His warnings of lackof “defence 
sustainability" in Europe have 
also served as ammunition for 
U.S. senators who want to thr- 
eaten a pullout of American tro- 
ops unless European governments 
increase their defence efforts. 

Gen. Rogers admires the aims 
of Democratic Senator Sam Nunn, 
whose move on these lines was 
narrowly defeated in the U.S. 
Senate this year, but disagrees 
with his methods. 

“His motivation was right, his 
intent was good, he is a friend of 
• NATO but the instrument he used 
was wrong," he said. 

Withdrawing American troops 
would only make West Europeans 
“arch their backs", Gen. Rogers 
said. But he is not sure that his 
own frequent public warnings are 
more effective. 

“My point is. the key lies with 
the people. If they are satisfied 
with where we are today, and one 
gets the impression that they are, 
then they must understand what 
the future might hold," he said. 


The affair of Jurgen Moilemann. a 
secretary of state at the Bonn For- 
eign Office and chairman of the 
North Rhine- Westphalian Free 
Democrats, is embarrassing the 
party. 

Moilemann has fallen into tro- 
uble over his unexplained inv- 
olvement in private companies, 
and he has now decided not to lead 
the FDP ticket in the Land ele- 
ctions next year. 

The episode surfaced at an unf- 
ortunate time. When party gen- 
eral secretary Helmut Haussmann 
issued the draft of the new pro- 
gramme. be wanted it to get the 
maximum publicity. 

It didn't get it. It was ove- 
rshadowed by Moilemann. 

Iq an attempt to put things right, 
party chairman Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher entered the picture. 

In trying to answer all questions 
about both the party platform and 
about its personalities, he showed 
his sharpness, his canning and his 
versatility. 

Unfortunately for the party, 
Mr. Genschefs qualities do not. 
apply to it aTlarge.lSo if in four 
months Mr. Genscher gives up 
the party leadership it will be in for 
a difficult time. 

The FDPs dilemma can be 
demonstrated in several ways. For 
the past two years in the Bonn coa- 
lition, it has held three ministerial 
portfolios. 

Excluding Mr. Genscher at the 
Foreign Office, Justice and now 
Economic Affairs have beensuf- 
fering. 

In Interior, for a long time a 
position held by the FDP, former 
Minister Gerhard Baum and Bur- 
khard Hirsch compete for unp- 
redictability. 

The case of Jurgen Moilemann. 
that is not just a state matter but 
has its effects at federal level 
shows just how short of good the 
party is. 

Mr. Moilemann, chairman of 
the strongest FDP state party, has 
fallen into trouble concerning 
unexplained involvement in pri- 
vate companies whilst a state sec- 
retary at the Foreign Office. Acc- 
ording to the judgment of his own 
party he is no longer good enough 
to be the lead FDP candidate in 
the 1 985 state elections. 

Mr. Genscher in his double role 
of party chairman and foreign 
minister is unprepared to answer 
the question: how long can Mr. 
Moilemann remain a state sec- 
retary, a degraded politician who 
has always over-estimated himself 
and who has now over-reached 
himself. 

General secretary Haussmann 
would not answer this question 
either. That is embarrassing 

The allegedly outstanding per- 
sonalities whose names were dro- 
pped by Mr. Genscher as possibles - 

to replace Mr. Moilemann, peo- 


ple of national appeal either did. 
not want to be nam ed or Wefe : ' 
unknown and do not "have the Sta- J ; . . 

ture to lead tbe-FDBlo^ / ~ '• • 

Only in federal ppfitics,does titer •: : T ‘r : \ 
FDP hold third place/T^-nert ^ ■■ 
three state elections, inWestBer-”; •' ’ ''..--"V 
tin in March T»ext year and- f in ~ : ' > v v • 
North Rhine- We^pfelia and the .'. . . " V ~* 
Saar in May' are' vimltylmpoTtant- . ’■ * 

to the FDP. • • / 7" - _ . r j -f. •' ' 

'• There is the danger. be;te that, 
t he party will drop back to fourth . 
or not even win representation m \ 

• the state ^governments. S'-': . ; r t : ’• ""-jr • • • 

• . The declining parliamentary 

representation . iri jstale . gov-. . . 

eroments — - currently* be FDkls . 

“excluded from sK oTlhe ^erven 
state governments reducing £ - . /- rj - - 

the party toa merertq^o--' . •, 

It seems to have no sfrengthTeft 
-to do any&mg about iD’:. - r : ~~ 1 uv 

• Mr. Genscher talks fothUy.of.the- -- 
party’s readiness for service and..:; . 

• unanimity, aSif tye were in- a mar-. . J ' ... 

ket place at 

itself makes hint suspicious. -' 1 ' . . 7~ . 

Salvation is to; be-jfounch h* the: .-. - _ 
Liberal manifesto thaf is .'being. i : 7 ’ 

prepared to inqko up^for^he -V 

.ftf wor^hfle>rtiyjty m ‘ IT ' * 

^coalition and ajasnncmgp^pteil; > - ‘ 

state level. This progrgmnfe sbO--. . . - 
uid be dedded m February in good - ’ 

time for the state elections. /- ' ' ' .!* j/ 

Some parts of'the draft pro- - . / ' . Jn 
gramme are saucily put together., _ ...; 

The FDP will change- itself and 
re-inspire itself- ’• -‘‘xain 

The text plugs personal- frti* 
edom, personal satisfaction^ fol- 
e ranee, personal responsfoility. . . " 
and creativity. . J-. - V- S ’ r ' 

The text criticises anxiety about ... 
the future and gloomy .visions of _ : \ 

-times to come, insecurity- rahdr.'v'-^ — r 
pigeon-holing society tn groaps, v , 
dirigism and centralism. TheFOP \ -'V •' 7 ;; ‘ ’ 
wants to give individualay a cha- - . " • ■ '• =c.- 


No expression is emphasised so : 
much as “the individual"- in this 
draft programme. It is. brought 
into play with personality, free 
development, with nlort/eluS 
cidation, with, threatened fre- . 
edom, with a person' s job and the; 
environment. 


Excluding youth and the aged, 
who are each mentioned once,this j: 
programme is not about groups 
but about the individual. 7 -lo ^this 
way the ■ FDP obviously' wants to . ■ 
emphasise hs difference - among, 
the other parties. . , . . _ . 

The strongest seif- •' 
advertisement is made in the. sen-' - 
fence: “ Politics thatseek Salvation - 
in state regulation are at a dead-.:, 
end." Confusion is possible here 
also, since the FDP takes tht star ? 
nd point that the party will always: 
be participating, in government in : 
Bonn. ’■ . ‘ 

. . In the past 35 years the FDP has . 
been a government partner for 27 
of them and now the party has to - ' 
battle with -the view\that. that- 
long, enough — Hanuoversche 
Allege m cine. 




When will another 


- 


Mideast war break? 


-j 


By Richard Reeves 




Former Undersecretary of State 
George Ball and Rep. Stephen 
Solarz (D-N.Y.) came here the 
other night at the invitation of the 
Foreign Policy Association to 
debate U.S. policy in the Middle 
East — specifically. American pol- 
icy towards Israel. They disagreed 
on many things, bat they seemed 
to agree on. this: There is going, to 
be another war very soonbetween^ 
Israel and hs Arab neighbours. 

. Coming from different dir- 
ections, two of the country’s best- 
mfonned men concluded that a i 
new war was almost inevitable: 
Mr. Ball said it conld lead to 
World War JO. Mr. Solarz said we 
had to face the possibility that nuc- 
lear weapons would -fee used. 

.Eachinhisownway focused on^: 


Israel* s 1 981 invasidp of Letumon r^'. 
as the event that ifould evenbiEdl^ .h 
trigger global conflict.. v. 1 ; — ■ 

ni>w seems afrnost comicaj 
erstatement, Mri Bafr r d$Be & ''J 
attack- ill-conceived iz": 


Israel is a. good ‘friend ^ 

United.States and a 


iw /-mjciicau interest a 
Americans catft 
aef s interest g friw . - cP. - u 

' This Is timejfor'ffidjgmti 
States fo r^ga&feltsdeaTyri 
Israel and to tty-to persaia5£o 
good friends that 
time for them to'^yt( tm 
things such ^^saSnieS^te 


rilority.^ 
Otiafions going 
before t 
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Israel lobby approaches Americans systematically 


By Musa Keilani 


A NEW 'programme was lau- 
nched in Israel recently . It is 
called ‘‘.Leadership Dev- 
elopment Programme”. It is 
geared for students in Ame- 
rican university campuses, who 
are either Jewish or Israeli' 
sympathisers. Those students 
feel greatly annoyed by the- 
impact made by Arab students 
afl over the United States aca- 
demic raelieu. Centres for 
Middle Eastern studies were 
founded in several universities, 
pro-Palestinian debates were 
held, politico] rallies were con- 
vened, Israeli propagandists 
were often embarrassed, and a 
new eye-opener for American 
university students crystallised. 

The New Leadership Dev- 
elopment programme is spo- 
nsored by both the Israeli For- 
eign Ministry and the 
American-Israeli Public Aff- 
airs Committee. The pro- 
gramme is planned to train 
young Jewish activists through 
public relations seminars, to be 
more assertive, persuassive 
and aggressive in facing Arab, 
particularly Palestinian stu- 
dents in rallies or lecture halls. 

A trip to . Israel and fam- 
iliarisation with Jewish family 
life in a JKibutz or urban centres 
is one of the highlights of the 
new programme. This year six 
thousand activists volunteered 
to join the programme in 350 
campus workshops in 50 states. ' 
Thomas A. Dine, President of 
the AIPAC will supervise all 
coordination between the gra- 
duates of that leadership pro- 
gramme. 

The intensified interest in 
the intellectual elite was man- 
ifest through the exhaustive 
monitoring of pro-Arab spe- 
akers. The lectures were taped, 
and a careful study ensued, 
where weak points were sin- 
gled out, strong points were 
answered and possible emb- 
arrassing questions were for- 
mulated. When the same 
“pro- Arab” sepaker shows up 
in another campus, potentially 
damaging quotations are levied 
against him. For some of the 
prominent “pro- Arab” spe- 
■akers, a psychological cha- 
racter study was made in order 
to. formulate an effective str- . 


ategem on how best to emb- 
arrass. provoke or silence him 
or her. One of the methods 
used was to pack the meeting 
hall in advance, with pro- 
Israeli activists who will chant 
embarrassing slogans, or to 
arrange a meeting in the adj- 
oining hall simultaneously, or ■ 
to display posters of “Jordan is 
Palestine” all over the lecture 
hall.. 

One of the strategems used 
to rebut Arab speakers is enc- 
losed in a report distributed to 
Jewish organisations in the 
United States and to ail par- 
ticipants in the Leadership 
.Development programme. 
Along with it is the “dis- 
information” pamphlet edited 
by Alan M. Tigay and pub- 
lished by the Near East Report. 
The pamphlet is called “ Myths 
and Facts. A Concise Record 
.of the Arab- Israeli Conflict”. 

The book includes all points 
made by “pro-Ar3b” speakers 
at the United Nations or at any 
. international seminar or press 
conference. Next to each point 
an answer is inserted dis- 
torting the facts historically 
and politically. Cross- indexing 
Tigay* s book makes it ideal for 
quick reference even in a lec- 
ture hail. 

Report distributed to Jewish 
organisations in the U.S.A. 

Three principles: 

1. Know to whom you speak 
(target groups/specific con- 
stituencies). 

2. Know what you speak (his- 
tory. arguments, logic). 

3. Speak well. 

AS else is commentary: her- 
ewith is the commentary. 

A. With whom are we dealing? 

1. Arabs 

2. New Left 

3. Communist movements 

4. Alienated Jews 

5. Liberal Christians 

6. Orthodox Christians 

7. Anti-Semites 

8. Vested interests 

9. Marginally involved people. ' 
Keep in mind that the same ind- 
ividual may fall into a number of 
the above categories; there is a 
danger in the convenience of. cat- 


egorising. Also remember that it is . 
quite possible to oppose an Israeli 
action/behaviour in one respect, 
support it in a second, etc. The 
distinction between friend and foe 
is not always easy to draw. 

B. Who are these people? What 
axe are they grinding? 

I .The Arabs include diplomats, 

■ academics, business people, pro- 
fessional propagandists and vol- 
unteers drawn from Arab- 
Canadian ranks. (Their behaviour’ 
/efforts are generally hostile and 
inimical to the interests of Israel.) 

2. The New Left, although 
badly splintered, still manifests a 
strong anti-Israel position. Gro- 
ups like S.D.S., Trotskyites, Lib- 
eration Support Movements are 
dangerous because of student/ 
academic roots and the presence 
of Jewish adherents who give 
these movements more pla- 
usibility when they take positions 
vis-a-vis the Middle East. 

3. Communist Movements are 
still around. The more traditional 
ones still harken to and parrot the 
“Moscow Line”, which has bec- 
ome very supportive of the PLO, 
partly because of the Sino-Soviet 
rift. Chinese oriented Communist 
movements, calling themselves 
Marxist-Leninists tend to be even 
more supportive of the PLO, bec- 
ause as “Maoists’* they have a 
more embracing commitment to 
the cause of “liberation mov- 
ements”. 

4. Alienated Jews are found 
everywhere — either totally tur- 
ned off into drugs, counter- 
culture, peripheral religious mov- 
ements. secular causes or what 
have you. A good number inhabit 
the New Left. They are in revolt 
against parents, community val- 
ues, religious schools, the middle 
class and a whole host of other’ 
hems. Jewish concerns, including 

■ Israel are either of no importance 
or a cause for embarrassment and 
avoidance. 

Sometimes these people are inf- 
luential in their own social, per- 
sonal and professional groups — 
they are a tremendous loss to the 
Jewish people. With tact and pat- 
ience combined with a one to one 
approach, many can be won over. 

It is worth the effort. 

5. Liberal Christians would be 
expected to support democratic/ 
open values as associated with Isr-~ 


ael — especially in opposition to 
feudal, militaristic and autocratic 
regimes. However, liberal Chr- 
istians are influenced by their mis- . 
sionary interests, most of which 
relate to Arab communities. This 
leads to involvement with the ref- 
ugees and the question of the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem. Arabs are hot 
afraid to appeal to both the hum- 
anitarian and Christian solidarity 
themes in order to garner support 
for their cause. (Maronites/ 
Protestants). 

6. Orthodox Christians still 
have not really expunged all of the 
anti-Semitic elements from their 
doctrines/ theology. These chu- 
rches have not even really moved 
that far into accepting other Chr- 
istians — let alone Jews. Also rec- 
all that many Arab Christians are 
of the Ortiiosox persuasion (i.e. 
Greek. Soviet- Armenians). 

7. Anti-Semites come in all 
.sizes, shapes and intensities. 

When you find the genuine article 
it is best to leave him or her alone, 
ft is a problem for a psychiatrist in 
most instances. The best one can 
do is perhaps draw out such an 
irrational individual and expose 
the bigotry for what it is. 

Warning - Do not, under any 
circumstances, apply the label ind- 
iscriminately. It has a very specific 
meaning and if improperly applied 
could alienate both the person 
labelled and any audience that was 
a party to iL 

8. Vested interests — There are 
academics (Arabists), career for- 
eign acrvice people, educators and 
hospital personnel (missionaries) 
who develop a specific interest in 
“their*’ people. When careers and 
life styles become intertwined 
with one side in a conflict the ele- 
ment of bias becomes a factor. 

9- Marginally involved people 
— are throe to whom the Middle 
East and its manifold problems 
are of little or no interest unless 
their lives become directly 
affected/impinged upon. 

Discussion rules 

1. Understand your opponent. 
Know who he is. what he says, 
what he wants, how he thinks. As 
much as is possible, try to see the 
world through his eyes. Uod-- 
erstand, for example, that a Pal- 
estinian Arab can be sincere when 


he longs for a return to a village in 
Israel he has never seen and which 
no longer exists; how many of 
your ancestors prayed to return to 
a Jerusalem that they never saw? 
It Is not the degree of bis sincerely 
which is the issue at stake, it is the 
matter of how and why his village 
left and what would happen were 
they to return, that is the issue. 

2. Recognise that in human rel- 
ations, there are no absolutes, 
which is another way of saying that 
no one is always right and no one is- 
always wrong. The recongnition of 
this fact is the beginning of arg- 
umentative wisdom. We are often 
accused of being a stiff-necked 
people. There are times when such 
a characteristic is a virtue; this is 
not one of them. If- you are dis- 
cussing the involvement in the 
Middle Ettst, it does little good to 
deny that the presence of six mil- 
lion American Jews plays a role in 
determining that policy. Rather, 
when we are cited for such act- 
ivity, one should take pride in the 
devotion that Jews have for their 
brethren in Israel, and turn the 
accusation into a positive asset 
Likewise, when Jewish attacks on 
Arabs are discussed, when the pic- 
tures of mimed children or bom- 
bed school-houses are brought 
out, one may question the aut- 
henticity of the specific example 
or the source that provided it, but. 
it is foolish to deny that civilians' 
die in wartime. Civilians always 
die in wars, our problem is to bring 
tbe fighting to an end so that no 
more will die. When people cri- 
ticise individual policies of the Isr- 
aeli government, you are not exp- 
ected to give a blanket defence of’ 
these policies, nor is it required of 
you. Those with which you agree, 
should be defended, those with 
which you disagree should not be. 
defended though you should be 
able to explain them, those of 
which you are unsure or unaware, 
should be mentioned in those 
lights. You are free to criticise 
what you will, every -one else does 
it, why not you? 

In addition to these two basic, 
truths, there are some others: 

3. Do your homework. Emb- 
lazon this in your mind in fiery 
letters. There is no easy road to 
propaganda — if you do know 
your case as well as that of the 
enemy, stay home. Read eve- 


rything you can get your hands on, 
ours and theirs. Know what the 
issues are, what the contending 
policies are, what the history is. 
Keep close track of the da3y new- 
spapers, read the articles in tbe 
current magazines you will be 
quoted at from Time, Newsweek, 
Ms., everything but Mad Mag- 
azine. If you have read the articles 
in question, you will know bow to 
deal with them. 

4. Be accurate. Don't guess, 
don’t bluff, if there is something 
you don't know, admit it. Be cau- 
ght out on a single lie and you are 
undone. Furthermore, there is no 
need for it, our case is strong eno- 
ugh and people who bluff in these 
matters have ego problems. 

5. Use visual aids, like maps, 
fact sheets, newspapers, books, 
anything you can find. But make 
very sure that they are accurate, 
nothing is worse than being caught 
out with a map that is not in con- 
formity with official maps. When 
in doubt, leave h out And if you 
are preparing a fact sheet or other 
material, be sure to cite your sou- 
rces of information and try to 
make them acceptably neutral 
sources. 

6. Keep your cool. If once you 
- lose your temper you are through. 
That does not mean you cannot be 
emotional; one does not tell jokes 
at funerals and the matter of the 
prisoners in Syrian hands is not an 
easy problem to deal with. We 
have a right to our indignation, but 
it is foolish to loose our tempers 
and become irrational. 

7. Conform to custom. If you 
are speaking before the Council 
on Foreign Relations, don’t wear 
blue Jeans. It seems self-evident, 
but you would be amazed at what 
happens in real life. 

8. Respect your opponent Give 
him his fair say, don’t cut him off, 
be sure that the audience sees you 
as being a fair person. Do the same 
to people who ask you questions 
no matter how hostile they are. In 
fact, if you can ignore their hos- 
tility or make light of it, you will 
win brownie points with your aud- 
ience. 

9. Use humour if you can, but 
never, force it Better no joke than 
one badly told. But enjoy yourself. 
If you are free and loose, your aud- 
ience. will like you and that is the 
first step to winning them over. 


Book describes -farce and tragedy of a cold war sideshow 


By Alexander Maxey 

Reuter 

LONDON — A bungled and bet- 
rayed plot by the West in the 
1950s to wrest Albania from the 
Soviet bloc cost the lives of tho- 
usands of Albanians, according to 
a new book. 

Tbe book says that Britain and 
the United States sent Albanian 
guerrilla squads into tbe country 
by land, sea and air on a total of. 
eight abortive missions between 
1949 and 1953. 

The existence of the operation 
was first revealed in 1968 but 
remains so officially secret that 
both Washington and London still, 
deny that it took place. 

In the first full account of the 
operation, author Nicholas Bet- 
hell in "The Great Betrayal” 
(published by Hodder and Sto- 
ughton) quotes British gov- 
ernment papers as saying tbe obj- 
ect was to detach Albania from the: 
Soviet orbit and start a chain rea- 
ction across Eastern Europe. 


But the plan was betrayed from 
the start by its joint commander. 
Kim Fhilby, the British masteispy 
who now lives in Moscow as a col- 
onel of the Soviet KGB Security 
Police.. 

Mr.' Betheil suggests hopeless 
security and a farcical saga of bun- 
gling were almost as much to 
blame. 

Error even cancelled out bet- 
rayal when one parachute squad 
was saved from capture because 
the straying pilot dropped them 
miles from where Mr. Philby had 
told tbe Albanians to expect them. 

The ultimate cost, according to 
Mr. Betheil, was a reign of terror 
throughout Albania with exe- 
cutions of “certainly several tho- 
usand, a significant part of Alb- 
ania’s population, then less than 
two mfllion.” 

He quotes one rebel leader. 
Abas Ennenji, as saying: "Tbe 
.Communists executed not only 
the Albanians who were par- 
achuted into the country but also 
afl those with whom they had 


made contact, about 400 people in 
the Mati area alone.” 

The effort to destabilise Enver 
Hoxha’s regime in Albania, then 
'still a Soviet ally, was initiated by 
Britain, Mr. Betheil said. 

Britain's efforts until- then had 
been confined to beaming daily 
propaganda broadcasts at Alb- 
ania, which were hurriedly res- 
cheduled when it was pointed out 
they were being transmitted 90 
minutes before the country’ s ele- 
ctricity supply came on. 

Members of anti-Communist 
exile groups, ranging from leftist 
republicans to royalists who wan- 
ted to restore King Zog. were 
drawn together by foe British for 
training on Malta. 

Nine men were landed by boat 
in tbe first mission, in October 
1949, a few days after Mr. Philby 
had been briefed in London on the ■ 
plan prior to sailing to tbe United 
States to join the American co- 
commander, James McCarger, in 
Washington. 

Tbe guerrillas were to persuade 


villages to form resistance groups, 
-promise airdrops of British sup- 
plies and then retreat to safety 
through Greece. 

But, says Mr. Betheil thr- 
oughout foe operation foe air 
drops never came and villagers 
refused to take the mission ser- 
iously. And usually the security 
forces were waiting. 

They ambushed the first squad 
and killed three men. One year 
later, veteran fighter Adem Gjura 
led a parachute drop onto tbe 
Martanesh plain which was det- 
ected almost as quickly. 

Mr. Gjura and other survivors 
learned later from villagers that 
several hundred security police 
bad come to the plain two days 
before the drop. One policeman, 
asked why they were there, had 
replied: “To catch Adem Gjura.” 

The Albanians didn’t have to 
lift a finger to sabotage one mis- 
sion, according to Mr. Betheil 
The Americans did h themselves. 
. A group of three guerrillas hid- 


ing in caves above a valley were 
appalled to find one morning that 
a CIA aircraft had turned the val- 
ley white overnight with anti- 
Hoxha leaflets. 

The leaflets brought hundreds 
of soldiers to the valley. The gue- 
rrillas abandoned their mission 
and fled. Later they were told tbe . 
pilot was off course when he dro- 
pped the leaflets. 

After British diplomats Guy 
Burgess and Donald Mac Lean 
defected to Moscow in May 1951, 
suspicion fell on Mr. Philby and be 
was retired following an inc- 
onclusive inquiry. After defecting 
ip 1963 he was named as foe 
“third man” who provided tbe 
tipoff that led them to flee. 

Tbe Albanian operation con- 
tinued for another four missions 
despire the suspicion that Mr. Phi- 
lby had already blown tbe plot 
Control had already passed to the 
Americans, who continued to 
train exfles at a secret base in Mun- 
ich, West Germany. 


The seventh mission raised high 
hopes. For a year after April 1952 
the squad sent encouraging mes- 
sages that rebel cells were blo- 
ssoming, says Mr. Betheil. A fur- 
ther team was sent in and the good 
news continued to come in on tbe 
radio. 

The blow fell on New Year’s 
Eve 1953 when Albanian radio 
announced that all the messages 
had been false. The commandos, 
all caught, were produced at a 
show trial and never seen again. 

Exiles quoted in Mr. BethelTs 
book accuse Washington and 
London of fatally undermining the 
operation by a lack of com- 
mitment and a fear of being “too 
noisy” - about what they were 
doing. 

“Our ‘afltesT wanted to make 
use of Albania as a guinea-pig. 
without caring about the human 
losses, for an absurd enterprise 
that was condemned to failure.” 
said Mr. Ermenji. 


Randa Habib’s 


A cap for every occasion 

WHILE WATCHING the news on television the other day, I saw 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan, or to be more accurate the “can- 
didate R eag an ” wearing tbe Jewish cap in order to impress those ' 
who represent a substantial number of American ele ctors. 

“Well, yes,** I told myself, “he Is serving his interests. If Reagan 
wants to be re-elected, he will wear any hat he mu lay his ififa 
on”. 

hi C hin a t own be will cat with chopsticks. For his electors of 
Mexican origin, he wffl boast the quality oftacos etc... This is how 
life goes. Suddenly I r emem b e red a scene that I personally wit- 
nessed sometime ago when Henry KJsshger wore the red kefieh in 
Iteb*. Mr. Kissin g er at that time, 1974 1 remember, was a famiflar 
figHre in the area. It was said that he loved oriental cristne and was 
a Ian of Nqjwa Fuad, the Egyptian belly dancer. 

No doubt those who want to charm you would not laatate to 
disguise themselves behind any mask. What matters is to look and 
sound charming. Such a calibre of people are ready to transform 
themselves to be “ideal” for every group. 

They shower yon with promises, nice speeches and big ideals... 
until they reach their aims and then it is a different story. In 
political He, there are plenty of examples. During the electoral 
campaigns, promises flower, while the post- el ection period is usu- 
ally very disappointing with promises forgotten. 

Follow closely the American elections; look how MoodaJe and 
Reagan stab and criticise each other. Listen how each one of them 
swears that he is the best for the country and for the world. Write 
down their promises and read them a few months later. Then 
compare all this comedy to daily life and you will realise tha t deceit 
has become an integral part of our life. 


France’s first pay TV 
struggles for viewers 


By Guy Collins 

Reuter 

PARIS — France’s first pay tel- 
evision station. Canal Plus, took to 
the airwaves .this week amid a 
fanfare of publicity. But it faces an 
uphill struggle to attract enough 
viewers to stay afloat. 

The station will break new gro- 
und in Europe by broadcasting 20 
hours a day during the week and 
round the clock at weekends, set- 
ting itself mainly on big-name fea- 
ture films and sports programmes. 

But if, as the station's directors 
claim. Canal Plus is in the van- 
'guard of a broadcasting rev- 
olution, it is one that has so far 
failed to capture tbe nation's ima- 
gination. 

An opinion poll published this 
’ week reported that three-quarters 
of those questioned did not regard, 
the launch as a significant event 
and, perhaps more worrying for 
tbe station, that 79 per cent felt 
the subscription charges were exc- 
essive. 

Viewers are being asked to pay 
120 francs ($13) a month sub- 
scription, plus an initial charge of 
420 francs ($45) for a signal dec- 
oder and possible extra costs for 
adapting or replacing aerials. 

The French complain regularly 
about the quality of the three state 
TV networks, financed by licence 
fee, and advertising revenue and 
may be reluctant to dip into their 
wallets unless they are convinced 
that Canal Plus offers pro-’ 
grammes that axe not merely dif- 
ferent but better. 

The channel will devote 40 per 
cent of its air time to feature films, 
broadcasting on average five a day 
and showing each one six times 
over a two week period. 

It has reached agreement with 
film distributors to show new films 
1 1 months after their arrival in the 
cinema, compared with a three- 
year delay for the other channels. 

But this advantage may be und- 
ermined because many of the films . 
scheduled so far are already ava- 
ilable on video cassette. 

The Canal Pius charter sti- 
pulates that half the films shown 
must be French and that a quarter 
of the station's total budget must 
be spent on buying films. 

Canal Plus is also planning inn- 


ovations in the field of sport. It has 
signed an agreement with the 
French Soccer League to show 25 
matches over the next year, most 
of them live, and it plans to'bro- 
adcast sports rarely seen on the 
main channels, such as American' 
football, ice hockey and bas- 
ketball. 

Sport and shows will account for 
35 per cent of air-time, and the 
remaining 25 per cent will be 
taken up with TV films, drama ser- 
ies and soap operas. 

News coverage will be minimal, 
with the editorial department 
numbering barely 20 people and 
broadcasts restricted to eight - 
short, newsflash-style bulletins 
sandwiched between trunk pro- 
grammes and a two-hour morning 
chat and news show modelled on 
the U.S. breakfast- time tra- 
nsmission “Good Morning Ame- 
rica”. 

Cana] Plus is a private company, 
but state-owned firms bold a maj- 
ority stake. The largest sha- 
reholder is the Age nee Havas 
Media, publishing and travel 
group. Other shareholders include 
banks and regional newspaper 
groups. 

The channel will be broadcast in 
coded signals, initially to four reg- 
ions including Paris, parts of the 
channel and Mediterranean coa- 
sts, the Massif Central and Rhone 
Valley. 

About half of French hou- 
seholds will be able to receive 
Canal Plus from this weekend if 
they buy a decoder, with bro- 
adcasts expanding to cover the 
whole of western France next year 
and the rest of tbe country by the 
end of 1986. 

Last weekend. Canal Plus Pre- ' 
sident Andre Rousseiet said tbe 
channel had signed up 163,000 
subscribers against a launch target 
of 200,000. But even if this num- 
ber rises by Sunday, the station 
will have to step up its efforts to 
reach tbe break-even point of 1.5 
million subscribers needed within 
three years. 

An opinion poll conducted in 
February found that 143 percent 
of viewers intended to subscribe to 
Canal Plus — a potential market . 
nationally of 2.8 miliiou hou- 
seholds, or nearly double the 
break-even leveL 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


* Living rooms 

* Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

☆ Wall units 

☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubB for children y?/_ _ 

☆Modem Danish design 

* Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663&K) Civil defence street 


. Trie youtrrful .. 
style with an 
eye to the future 




LEISURE 
£ CENTRE 
r: RESTAURANT 
FOR THE 


*- RESTAURANT 
. ALLSEAFOOD - 
LEBANESE HORS D*OEUVRE 
' BABY GARDENS 
WITH ELECTRONIC TOYS 

CINERAMA 70 MM 
MOST EXCITING PICTURES 
"SWIMMING POOL 


* 4 bMNISE'£ 


TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amrqan. 
Opp. Akjlah Hospital, j 

Airconditioned 

PE RING DUCK AND FLAMING I 
POT FONDUE ARE OUR 
SPECIALITIES 

Open daily 

12:00 -3:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. - mi dnight 

TeL 41093 . 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

I st Circle. Jabal Amman; 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open dally 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


r 
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CHEN’S 

■ 


CHINESE 

1 


RESTAURANT 



Mecca Street. Yarmouk 

— z 


Engineers' Housing 

if 


Estate, near Kilo 



Supermarket 

Is 


Mongolian Barbeque 

in 


for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 



Come and taste our 



specialities 



- Open daily 
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12:00 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
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6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
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<>enc\ ‘ Palace Hole. 


Orient To You At 

French Cuisine Restaurant 
with THE LEBANESE DANCE GROUP 
FRANCO-ARAB THE FIREBIRDS BAUD 
■ / & TTte famous Dancer iOLflfc ;r ' - 


Res.66000ai5 


Dailv Business Luncheon Buffet 


To advertise in 
this section 




CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing. 

door-to-door service 


Agent* afl over W 1 ® wo»M 

Tel: 664090 lb: 2Z20S BESUCO JO 
Crtfe: NiaaBnhoo. - 
P.O. Bos 8»M7 
AMUAN JORDAN 
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CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

MOVE HOKUM 
; SUPE RMAR K E T 

The first and best Chinese 
J restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take ' - away service ava- 
ilable 

'Open daily 1 1.30 -3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA^ Tel. 4415 
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Egypt’s Zamalek trounces 
Algeria’s Jet to reach final 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s Zamalek, roared on by a 
capacity crowd of 100,000, trounced Algeria’s Jet 
3-0 to reach the final of the African Champions’ Cup 
in a second-leg semi-final here Sunday. 


Zamalek' s first-ever bid for an 
African trophy looked to have fal- 
tered two weeks ago when they 
went down 3-1 in the away leg. 
But they produced a superb per- 
formance Sunday that took even 
their fans by surprise. 

Playing graceful touch football 
and displaying considerable vir- 
tuosity. Zamalek kept the Alg- 
erians under constant pressure, 
forcing them into a defensive 
game. 

They came close in the first 
minute when a powerful shot from 
inside the box by striker Gamal 
Abdul- Hamid forced a spe- 
ctacular save by Jet goalkeeper 


Mourad Ammar. 

Sustained pressure from Zam- 
alek produced one goalmouth 
melee after another. 

But not until the 39th minute 
was the scoring opened, when 
Abdul- Hamid converted a pen- 
alty awarded by Mauritian referee 
Sidnev Bacon, alter Zamalek mid- 
fielder Farouq Jaafar was brought 
down inside the penalty area. 

Abdul-Humid came close to 
putting Zamalek further ahead 
minutes later, only to see his lob 
Irom the right-hand side of the 
box crash against the crossbar. 

But the talented forward played 


a key role in setting up the second 
goal early in the second half, pla* 
cing a cross neatly for fellow str- 
iker Nasr Ibrahim to head home in 
the 52nd minute. 

The goal put the two sides level 
on aggregate at 3-3 was enough to 
see Zamalek through- to the final 
on their away goal. 

Bur the Egyptians were in no 
mood to relax. Nine minutes later 
the ubiquitous Abdul-Hamid set 
up another cross from the right for 
Ghanaian Emmanuel Quarshie to. 
head home. 

Jet. the 1981 champions. Fought 
hard to pull one back and force a 
penalty shootout, but without suc- 
cess. Indeed, only two more spe- 
.ctacular saves by Jet keeper 
Ammar kept Juarshie and Ibr- 
ahim from stretching the margin 
to five late in the game. 




Egypt’s Zamalek footbpJJ club who beat Algeria's Jet in the African Champions? Cup semifinal Sun- 
day. 


U S. wins Wightman Cup again Italy, Switzerland settle for draw 

^ ■ < ■ rc a nfiLir i d\ r>ui rnmpr Ipflvinp Tan- side the penalty area and AJ 


■ LONDON < R) — The United Sla- 
tes kept possession ol the Wig- 
htman Cup in their annual 
women's tennis clash with Britain 
Saturday, but the British must 
have been heartened by their per- 
formance. 

Though the I'.S. team, led by 
world number two Chris Evert 
Lloyd, won all three matches on 
the last day for a 5-2 v iciory. Bri- 
tain kept the tie close enough for 
long enough to ensure the event 
survives in its present form. 

Every year in the face of con- 
tinued LJ.S. domination — they 
have won six in a row and 46 out ol 
56 — there is talk that the series 


v iciory. 

Lloyd, who was in on two other 
match wins in l he tic. during which 
she extended her own unbeaten 
singles streak in the cup to 24 mat- 
ches. also provided Britain with 
their best hope for the future. 

Lloyd. 30 next month, gave a 
qualified him that when the tie 
returns io the Royal Albert Hall in 
two years time — it w ill be held in 
the United States next year — she 
might well not be playing. 

"This could be my last one 
here" said Lloyd, who is married 
io British player John Lloyd. “ I'm 
planning a full schedule for next 
year but it‘s just possible qt the 


which began in 1923 should either- end of it l may want to quit and 


he discontinued or expanded to 
turn the British team into a Eur- 
opean one. 

Britain did enough here to 
scotch that possibility for a while 
yet. holding ihcir rivals to a 2-2 tie 
through two days and then thr- 
eatening to draw level again at 3-3 
through an inspired performance 
by Jo Durie against Lloyd Sat- 
urday. 

Durie came w ithin two points ol 
winning the opening set. losing the 
tie-break seven points to five bef- 
ore Jropping the match 7-6. 6-1. 

That gave the United States a 
winning 4-2 lead and they added 
the final doubles to complete their 


start a family. 

"But when I wJt 16 I said I'd 
retire ai 21 . so if I'm still enjoying 
it 1 might still be playing at 40.” 
she added. 

Lloyd's other vv ins here were by 
h-2. 6-2 over Anne Hobbs on 
Thursday and by the same score 
when she joined with Alycia Mou- 
lton against Virginia Wade and 
Amanda Brown the next night. 

But in its way. the most vital win 
for the U.S. team was provided by 
Barbara Potter. 6-1. 6-3 over 
Hobbs to give her side a 3-2 lead 
Saturday. ” 

Poller. 23. had been dis- 
appointing in a 6-3. 7-6 loss to 


SPEX - Swissair Parcel Express 
JD 18.000 (only) 


Swissair will transport your urgent documents 
up to t kg from your office to any office in 
Europe for only JD 1 8.000. 

— consignments accepted at very short notice 

— firs! priority on all flights 

— ultra fast connections 

— import/export customs clearance 

— fast door to door delivery 

Swissair's performance and traditional service 
guarantees punctual and prompt delivery. 

This new feature is also available to USA for 
only JD 23.000. Of course the existing SPEX (up 
to 5 or 10 kilos) is still available at the same 
SPOT prices. 

For your bookings and more information please 
contact your SPEX specialists 

Swissair SPEX Agent Swissair 
Eastern Services Abu Nameh Building 


Terra Sancta Centre 
Jabal Weibdeh 
Tel: 21775 


3rd Circle Jabal Amman 
Tel: Town Office 29831 
Airport: 08-53500 


swissair 


Durie on Friday and even Lloyd 
admitted to lacking confidence in 
her colleague Saturday. 

“1 knew what she was capable 
of. but after Friday I was really 
worried going into the last day." 
Llnvd said. 

She need not have been. PoUer. 
who feels she is a slow thinker, 
prides herself on her resilience 
and she played with a conviction 
Saturday that she lacked against 
Durie. 

Potter was also in on the final 
match victory, by 7-6. 4-6. 9-7 
with Sharon Walsh over Durie and 
Hobbs. 

The high points for Britain in 
the tie were the performances of 
Durie. and that of 1 8-year-old 
Annabel Croft in beating Moulton 
6-1. 5-7. 6-4 on opening night. 

British team manager Sue 
Mappin admitted she was dis- 
appointed to lose and that Hobbs 
had not played better against Pot- 
ter. 

-In a way. Anne tried to hard 
tor us. She wanted too much to do 
well." Mappin said. 

"But 1 was delighted with Croft 
and Durie’s performance against 
Lloyd showed just how far Jo can 
go in this game." she added. 

Durie. 24. has had a dis- 
appointing year, dropping from 
the nufmber five to number 1 5. 


LAUSANNE. Switzerland (R) — 
World Champions Italy were 
happy to settle for a 1 -1 draw aga- 
inst Switzerland in a friendly int- 
ernational soccer match Saturday 
night. 

After an Antonio Cabrini hea- 
der had put the Italians into an 
eighth minute lead, goalkeeper 
Franco Tancredi was called upon 
to perform a series of heroic saves 
as the Swiss swept forward thr- 
eatening to sink the World Cup 
holders without trace. 

Midfielder Georges Bregv shot 
Switzerland" s equaliser two min- 
utes before halftime after Cabrini 
had brought down Bruno Scli- 
aellibaum. 

Bregy. last season's leading sco- 
rer in the Swiss league, curled his 
free kick around the wall into the 

George Best, 
arrested 

LONDON (R) — Former Nor- 
thern Ireland soccer international 
George Best was arrested Sunday 
after failing to appear in court to 
answer a drunken-driving charge, 
police said. 

Best, vhq played soccer in both 
r Britain and the Unitctf States, was 
-arrested-at his London home 


FOR RENT 

NEW VILLA 

Shmeisani, near the Marriott Hotel. Consists of main 
bedroom and bathroom. 2 bedrooms and bathroom, 
reception, dining, living, large kitchen. Area 300 m 2 , 
garden and garage. 

Calf 666231 from 4:00 - 7:00 
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HAIR AND BEAUTY 

Master HahkIresser 

NASR ancJ his team 
T hE Best 

Beauty Shop iN Town 



Top Hair SrylisT Perms /Cut T ii\q 
HiqhliTE/LowliTE^AciAl Treatment 
Ma1<e _ up, ManIcure, PedicuRE 
Hair RemovaI WwiNq 
AbovE 5ih GrcIe PhARMAchy 


top left-hand comer leaving Tan- 
credi little chance. 

The Italians began the match as 
if they intended to overrun the 
Swiss and Inter Milan striker Ale- 
ssandro Altobelli come close after 
only four minutes when he drove 
imo the side netting. 

But the Swiss replied almost ins- 
tantly as Schaellibaum watched 
Tancredi push his powerful shot 
from outside the penalty just past 
the post. 

Cabrini rocked the Swiss when 
he darted in to score from a Bruno 
Conti free kick, and the talented 
winger nearly unlocked the Swiss 
defence a second time j ust seconds 
after Bregy had equalised. 

Inter Milan defender Giuseppe 
Bergomi was brought down out- 


side the penalty area and Altobelli 
leapt high above the defence to 
meet Conti's delightful free kick 
only to send his header high over 
the bar. 

The Swiss defenders gave 
World Cup hero Paulo Rossilittle 
room to weave his magic and shut 
out an uninspired Italian attack 
for much of the second half as 
Tancredi dived to deny the home 
side time and again. 

Schaellibaum deserved to score 
in the 76th minute after a fine run 
down the left but Tancredi just 
managed to palm his effort over 
the bar and save the Italians again. 

The world champions looked 
relieved to have held on to the 
draw when the final whistle sou- 
nded. 


Blomqvist claims world 
rally championship title 


ABIDJAN (R) — Stig Blomqvist 
of Sweden clinched the 1984 
world drivers’ title when he won 
the Ivory Coast Rally ahead of 
Audi Quattro teammate Hannu 
Mikkola of Finland Sunday. 

-The 3S-year-old Swede arrived . 
here in. triumph -after .a Five-day. 
4.100-km drive through the West 
African bush during which he inc- 
urred a total of six hours 54 min- 
utes in penalties. 

The win took Bloraqvist’s cha- 
mpionship standings points total 
after the penultimate event of the 
season to 125. an unassailable 
24-point lead over 1983 world 
champion Mikkola. 

The Finn - overtook his com- 
patriot Markku Alen, who did not 


compete, to take second place in 
the standings. 

Kenyan Shekhar Mehta, driving 
a Nissan, finished third and Ivo- 
rian driver Alain Ambrosino in an 
Ope! Mania was fourth. 

; Blomqvist told newsmen after 
opening the traditional victory 
champagne bottle that the Ivory 
Coast event was completely dif- 
ferent from other rallies. 

"You have to be constantly on 
the look-out. You never know 
where the controls are in the 
bush," he said. But he added that 
most of the tracks had dried out 
after heavy tains last month. 

Race officials said three more 
drivers of the 5 1 were expected 
to complete the course. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartments one bedroom, two bedrooms 
and three bedrooms. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani and Jab.al Amman. 

Tel. 41443 


—CONTENTS OF FLAT FOR SALE— 

British engineer returning to U.K. 

Shmeisani. 

Phone 664385 evenings (after 6 p.m.) 


REQUIRED 

Japanese tyre manufacturer requires technical staff. 

Applicant should be Jordanian with very good kno- 
wledge of spoken and written Arabic and English. ‘ 
Job experience in automotive and automotive tyre fie- 
lds preferable but not absolute condition. 

Good salary will be paid to the right person. 

Apply in English by writing to P.O. Box 3320, Amman, 
or call Tel: 672233. 


Wiiander defeats Go nnprsv - 
advances to Scandinavian final 

STOCKHOLM (R) - Mats Wit- 

ander of Sweden produced some fightback from P Ui^ee-poiot def- 
of his strongest, serves, to beat icUtowin tbe^tiebreak 7-5^ . 
American Jihamy Connors, 6-7, ^ 

6-3. 6-3 in a tense rwo-and-a-half fifth game of the^com^rbirt the 
hour semifinal at the Scandinavian .American - broke .back 
Grand Prix Tennis Tournament ediately to love to draw level. at 
Sundav 3-3. The Swedish nuprije^-one. 

_ /’ . . ... i il '.. n ih. • n»con»' 'hrnnVinff 


Connors was rrounieo vy repca icu yw w* » ~ TT ; 

unforced forehand errors while nmth games to.take-the^L- - 
Wiiander served more con- panvea weitt ynth-asr^e^mg 
sistently. putting away 10 aces. the eighth game of the final set 
‘T ve never seen, him Serve like when Wjlander changed id a ne* 
that against anybody else." said racket- .amTi hit- a^rSen^s, jot 
Connors, who will meet Wiiander beautifuHy-plabed gassingshbtSTo 
again in six weeks when the Uni- win. the- vital s^^^eak.an^ 
ted States play Sweden in the- take & 5-3 lrad.^:.^:-v2- / ,...^ - - 
Davis Cup final in Gothenburg. - He dropped -onty-ane ^ 

In Sunday*^ first set, neitlwr 

player was able to capitalise on His and tobk tfesetD-3.:’>: . "X o ‘ \ 





Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Fathf Abu Ta^presoits^ 
Third Royal Armoured Division C^ptain bsa^Af Turk a medid 
after his team won the final. , 

Armoured division 
wins cup final I 

- .. ." ■ ' .. • ,l ' 

AMMAN (J .T.) — The Mffitary. S^rts_ gederation soeper^ cha- 
mpfamslsp -tfas. won ^y*the TtedKpyal Annoored 
defeated theTourthRoyal Meehan tsffi.Div ision 3-T Sua4aym the 
final played at AI Hussein Sports- Cfty stadimn.;V ; ^ : 
The match, held under the patronage of. tbe ChfeF. of Staif 
Lieutenant General Fat hi Abu Taleb, was of vecyhlgh standard as 
most of the players in both teams . are members- of .the national 
Jordanian soccer team and League Premier Division players. . 

The Fourth Royal Mechanised Division opened tfie woririg witfa 
an early goal in the first half scored 1 by H ait h am Abdof Hadi. But 
within minutes the armoured division were on the : attack withlmad 
Zaha ria scoring the. equaliser to .end the first half at l-L-_ 

In the second half there was no way of stoppfag ihe armoured 
division. Magnificent display of footballing skills gave the arm- 
oured division two goals in the second half. Mkffielder Jalal Ali 
scored the second goal and striker Jamal Ibrahim sealed the mec- 
hanised division’s fate with the third goaljowards the end r of the 
match. The chief of staff presented the winners with. the cha- 
mpionship trophy and runners-up were presented withsaverined- 


FOR SALE 

Alfa Romeo (Alfasud) model I960. Colour white, cus-. 
toms paid and in good condition. .. 

Call Tel: 665943' 


FOR RENT: 

2 bedroom- furnished flat: .Second floor with central 
heating, fitted carpet, telephone, video, colour TV; we.ii . 
equipped kitchen. 

Location: Shmeisani :: - _ •: 

' Phone 361» - : :v 


FORREMT 


One ground ftoor fl at bf tWo bedrckj ms. L-sbapOd 
livV.g 7 uc:?e v * rth separate en trance /tel^hdnev gar- 
den. Garage wilf be ayailabto^^theTaf^ December, 
annual rent JD 4,000. . T ~ 

For further Information cafl 661049 ft/' 



Cinema 




CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

TRADING PLACES 


Tel: 677420 

Performances 3:30, 6-30 
3:30, 10:30 


Cinema 

B-HClSSEiN 

Tfel: 22117 

BLUE THUNDER 

Colour 

Performances; t2 < 3 - 5 30-8 


Cinema 


Tel: 25155 

AUTHOR! 

AUTHOR! 

(Gojour) 

3:30 0H0 6:30 10:30 p.rru 


Cinema 

ZRHRffN 

Tel: 23171 

GO AWAY 

Colour 

Performances.' 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

OPERA 

NIGHT MOON 

(Colour). . . 

Abqaii, behind ALIA office! 
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France begins to face reality 


PARIS ” Few other countries in 
Western Europe have expr 
e ric need so dramatic a rise and fail 
in .their post-war economic for- 
tunes as France. From being Eur- 
ope's “high performed’ in the 
1960s. the country now faces a 
lengthy period of tow growth. 
.From 1967 to 1973 the French 
economy grew at an average ann- 
ual rate of 5.6 per cent a year in 
- line with its strong expansion since . 
the late 1950s, and 0.6 per cent 
• above the average for an -also 
. fast-growing European Economic 
Community (EC). This gap had 
narrowed to 0.4 per cent between 
4979 and 1982 when France's 
growth rate slumped along with 
the rest of the world. 

Between 1983-1985 France, on 
figures prepared by the Org- 
anisation for Economic Coo- 
peration and development 
(OECD), will run an average 
growth rate 0.5-1 .0 per cent below' 
that of her European partners, 
with an expansion of real Cross 
National Product (GNP) of 1 3. 
per cent a year. 

The shake-up in French eco- 
nomic thinking that the recession 
has forced, along with the growing 
convergence between left and 
Tight over economic policy, and 
.the new emphasis being placed oh 
entrepreneurship, hold out pro- 
spects for a - return to higher 
growth rates in 'the 1990s. 

“But whatever the" government 
in power,", says a former. senior 
official. “I sec no way France can 
avoid low growth for the rest of 
this decade." His judgment is 
borne - out by the Plan Org- 
. anisation which foreshadows 
growth rates of between 1. 5-2.5 
per cent for France through to 
1988 — below expected growth 
rates elsewhere in Europe. 

But the dip in France's growth 
rate below that of her European 
partners is hot the only sign of the 
weakening of her economic and 
industrial competitiveness. 

As the OECD shows in its latest 
report on France, foreign man- 
ufacturers have dramatically inc- 
reased their share of the French 
market over the past 15 years. 

Import penetration for ind- 
ustrial goods as a whole grew from 

1 9.3 per cent in 1 970 to 36.7 per 
cent in 1983. At the same time 
export growth has slowed down. 

France’s share of OECD exp- 
orts. which had risen to 9 per cent 
by 1979. felK steadily to 7.9 per 
cent by 1 983. 

French industrial investment 
whTcfi grew £>y“6.5 per cent ai year 
over the period 1963-1973. has 
stagnated since then. It declined in 
real terms by an. average 3.3 per 
cent a year between 1981 and 
1983. 

France has now an increasingly 
ageing capital stock. 

Gains in productivity have also 
Jallen off. While productivity per 
man-hour in French industry grew 
by 5.6 per cent a year between 
,1969-74. the rate slowed down to 

4.3 pel cent between 1975 and 
1982. 

Since 1979 two of the major 
industrial sectors in which France 
used to have a competitive edge 
have been in trouble. 

Foreign car manufacturers have 
increased their share of the French 
domestic market from 22 per cent 
in 1979 to 33 per cent last year. 
This sharp rise in import .pen- 


etration- has hbt been offset by a 
surge In exports. France’s share of 
the EC car market has fallen from 
30 per Cent in 1979 to 24 per cent 
last year.- 

The country has also been los- 
ing out in the market for turnkey 
: projects and. capital goods orders 
.from developing countries. This 
was one of French industry’s 
-strong areas in the 1970s. 

- There. seem three basic reasons 
for this slide. 

The - first is errors of mac- 
i roeconomic policy, dating back to 
the early 1976s. With the possible 
exception of Mr. Raymond 
Barre's government and of the 
Socialists since March 1983, 
French administrations shx£ the 
. oil shock of 1973-1974 have pur- 
sued the wrong policies at the 
wrong moment 

While the U.S.. Japan and West 
. Germany made households pay 
for the increase in energy costs, 
France squeezed company mar- 
. gins in an effort to safeguard eco- 
nomic activity and jobs by mai- 
ntaining purchasing power. 

Mr. Pompidou’s warning in the 
1960s that “if there is 1 million 
unemployed on the streets, there 
will be a revolution in France" sets 
the- keynote for every gov- 
ernment. - 

Because companies were forced 
to pay the cost of higher energy 
bills through trigger tax and social 
security charges the corporate sec- 
tor has been greatly weakened. 

Whether measured in terms of 
profit ratios or return on capital, 
French companies are in much 
worse shape than 1 5 years ago and 
thus less able to invest. 

At the same time the emphasis' 
on purchasing power and eco- 
nomic activity has led to a higher 
French inflation rate, balance of 
payments difficulties and suc- 
cessive devaluations of the franc. 

Both governments of left and 
right got their calculations wrong 

— which is important because the 
leaders over the last 1 1 years rem- 
ain candidates for power over the 
next decade. 

Before being elected president 
in 1974, Mr. Giscard, then min- 
ister of finance, suppressed the 
confidential “Daffodil” report, 
which warned that if the French 
economy was to adjust to the first 
oil shock, there would have to be a 
slowdown in the growth rate. 

In the first two years of his pre- 
sidency, real purchasing power 
rose by an average 3.9 per cent a 
year — high even by the standards 

of the boom years. 

In the suinmer~oT l975, Mr. 
Giscard told the French that they 
could go on holiday with their 
minds at east because 1 the rec- 
ession was over. 

Nevertheless, fearful of rising 
unemployment, the government, 
with Mr. Jacques Chirac as prime 
minister, reflated the economy 
that year-. The result was an inc- 
rease in inflation and a widening 
of the French trade deficit which 
eventually forced a withdrawal 
from the European “snake", a- 
devaluation of the franc and the 
bringing in of stabilisation mea- 
sures in 1976. 

Notwithstanding the lessons of 
this mistake, President Mitterrand 
reflated the economy in 1981 thr- 
ough widening the budget deficit 
and increasing wages and social 
security allowances. 

The results were worse than in 


1 975-76 because the stimulus to 
the ..French economy coincided 
with a period of intensified def-' 
lation among- the other major ind- 
ustrialised economies in response 
to the second oil shock. 

An exception to this misreading 
of the times was Mr. Barre’s adm- 
inistration, from 1976 to 1981, 
which began to shift "resources 
away from households and back to 
the corporate sector. 

More recently, the Socialists, at 
the initiative of Mr. Jacques Del- 
ors. then finance minister, res- 
umed this policy after the March 
1 983 devaluation. But it still rem- 
ains an open question how far in 
practice they will go. 

Apart from errors in economic 
policy, Mr. Rene Monory, min- 
ister of the economy (197&-R1), 
puts the blame for the weakening 
of France’s economic per- 
formance on excessive gov- 
ernment intervention. 

On both left and right there is 
now widespread acceptance that, 
at a time of fast-changing products 
and markets, the dominance of the 
state has slowed French adj- 
ustment. 

A third reason for France's dec- 
lining competitiveness is that the 
country is now shouldering the 
burden of rigidities in the eco- 
nomy that have accumulated over 
a century or more. 

These are less supportable at a 
time of low growth. They include a 
high-cost and grossly overstaffed 
banking system; cumbersome 
state monopolies, a welfare sys- 
tem beyond the country's res- 
ources, and labour regulations 
that discourage companies from 
taking on new staff. 

When Mr. Barre took over as 
prime minister in 1976. he slowed 
down the increase in real wages. 
But he was insistent on mai- 
ntaining purchasing power — thus 
differentiating France from other 
industrialised countries where 
adjustment has been accompanied 
by a fall in living standards. 

Mr. Barre's fear was that any 
repetition of the right’s def- 
lationary policies in the 1930s 
would produce the same traumatic 
social explosion. 

But Mr. Barre's squeeze on liv- 
ing standards and the rise in une- 
mployment to close to 2 million 
gave fresh impetus to Socialist 
promises to reflate the economy. 

When President Mitterrand 
came to power in 1981. he was 
none-the-less warned, as Mr. Gis- 
card had been, that medium-term 
growth depended' on holding 
down household incomes. 

" I was probably not courageous 
enough in spelling out the dan- 
gers," says one senior official. “I 
tried to keep the increases to a 
minimum to limit the damage." 
But even that was not easy in the 
euphoria of the left’s victory In 
1981. 

The revolution in economic thi- 
nking now taking place in France 
is dispelling the illusions that have 
dominated the last decade. 

The change in intellectual cli- 
mate is being reflected in the wid- 
espread acceptance of the de- 
indexation of salaries, in the 
growth of Liberal ideas, in the 
emphasis by both left and right on 
diminishing the power of the state 
and in the growing agreement on 
the priorities of economic policy. 
— Financial Times news feature. 


Attacks on Sikhs likely 
to hinder Indian economy 


NEW DELHI (R) — The arson and killing unleashed 
against India’s Sikh minority after the murder of 
Indira Gandhi is likely to cut deep into the country’s 
economy. 


Sikhs control broad areas of 
industry, commerce and tra- 
nsport. But leaders of the com- 
munity said the riots could force 
many to puli back to Punjab state, 
home of most Sikhs. 

“If we are not accepted here we- 
don't want to stay. We don’t want 
to be like the Jews in Germany." 
Mr. Charaojit Singh, a Sikh and 
one of India’s major industrialists, 
told Reuters. 

His three steel plants in New 
Delhi were among the many Sikh 
businesses burnt down by rioters. 

Mr. Singh is treasurer of the 
Delhi section of the ruling Con- 
gress (I) Party, a top fundraiser 
For the party, a member of par- 
liament, and head of a business 
empire which includes the huge 
Cam pa Cola softdrinJk firm. 

Cam pa Cola took over from 
Coca Cola when the U.S. giant left 
India over government demands 


that part of their shares should go 
to Indians. 

“i spoke to the highest aut- 
horities in this country and was 
promised protection, but none 
came for my factories,” Mr. Singh 
said. 

The violence has left about 900 
people dead, mostly Sikhs. 

The looting and burning has hit 
Sikh transport enterprises, as well 
as factories and shops. 

One unofficial estimate puts the 
number of vehicles destroyed nat- 
ionwide at mor than 3,000. 

Transport is almost at a sta- 
ndstill over much of the country, 
including movement of goods to 
and from pons, as Sikhs wait ro 
see how the situation develops 
before taking their trucks and 
taxis back on the streets. 

With commodities in short sup- 
ply because of the transport dis- 
ruption. prices — especially of 


food — are going up. 

An independent Sikh member 
of parliament, Mr. Khushwant 
Singh, said small businessmen and 
transport operators would find it 
difficult to start again because 
many of them had lost everything 
in the rampage. 

“It is unlikely that insurance - 
companies will be able to com- 
pensate the losses,” he said. 

“They might therefore want to 
return to Punjab and resume tra- 
ditional agricultural operations,” 
he added. 

A migration of Sikhs back to the 
land would take out of the Indian 
economy some of the nation's 
most successful entrepeneurs and 
medium-size industrialists. 

Most land in Punjab — India's 
richest stale and its bread-basket 
— is owned by Sikhs but they 
often hire Hindus as farm hands. 

“ I shudder to think what would 
happen to the Hindus if there is a 
large scale move of Sikhs back to 
their homeland." Mr. Khushwant 
Singh said. 


OPEC’s new oil quota ceilings 
unlikely to deepen debt crisis 


WASHINGTON (R) — OPECs 
cuts in its oil production ceilings 
are unlikely to provoke a new glo- 
bal dept crisis, but they are a blow 
to the hard-won progress of recent 
months, U.S. officials, bankers 
and energy analysts say. 

“This is not going to throw them 
(the debtors) way out of kilter 
(off balance)" a state department 
official said. But the official, who 
asked not to be named, said future 
drops in oil revenues could dra- 
stically change the outlook. 

. Most worrisome is the prospect 
that pressure on oil prices will ret- 
urn in the spring at the same time 
the U.S. economy, crucial to the 
debtors' export earnings, may fal- 
ter. 

Mr. Robert Honnats. a senior ' 
economic official in three U.S. 
administrations, said lower oil 
revenues in concert with a weaker 
U.S. economy next year could tri- 
gger a new debt crisis. 

He warned that if oil revenues, 
fall further then internal political 
pressures on oil-producing debtor 
nations could force them to drop 
the unpopular austerity pro- 
grammes imposed on them by Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF)- 

The debt crisis first erupted in 
August 1982 when falling oil rev- 
enues and high international int- 
erest rates drained heavily ind- 
ebted Mexico of foreign exchange, 
rattling the world’s rragile mon- 
etary system. 

Since then the IMF and com- 
mercial banks have come to rely 
on a country -by -country approach 
to debt and point to complex res- 
cue packages for countries such as 
Mexico, Brazil and Argentina as 
proof that the policy works. 

Oil-producing debtors like 
Mexico and Venezuela will not be 
faced with an immediate pay- 


ments crisis in the wake of the dec- 
ision by the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) last week to cut its pro- 
duction ceiling by 8.5. per cent to 
16 million barrels per day, ban- 
kers and U.S. officials said. 

They added that oil-importing 
debtors like Brazil might benefit 
■ from lower prices unless the gains 
were offset by the strength of the 
dollar, the currency used to price 
crude oil. 

A state department official fam- 
iliar with Mexixo said the country 
had already taken account of a fail 
in oil expons in its revenue pro- 
jections for the rest of 1 984. 

In addition, the country had 
about $7 billion in reserves and a 
tentative pact with commercial 
banks releases it from any rep- 
ayment of debt principal next 
year. 
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Furthermore, a one percentage 
point fall in the prime interest rate 
this autumn is worih about $700 
million in interest cost savings to 
the country, the official said. 

. “Mexico is probably in the best 
position to handle this, because 
they have done more (economic) 
adjusting than any othercountry 
Mr. Hormats said. 

Mexico must however pay 
about $13.5 billion in interest and 
principal this year and $12 billion 
in interest in 1985 on its $100 bil- 
lion foreign debt 
Lower oil revenues could pre- 
vent Mexico from more rapid eco- 
nomic expansion growth once its 
IMF austerity programme runs 
out late in 1985. the state dep- 
artment official said. 

Venezuela, an OPEC member 


that must adhere to the output 
cuts agreed last week, is embroiled 
in talks on delaying debt rep- 
ayments over several years with 
commercial banks. 

Some analysts believe $250 mil- 
lion in revenue losses, because of a 
120,000 barrel per day export cut 
over the next three months, might 
affect those talks. 

“For Venezuela, this is the first 
time around, and (an agreement) 
won’t be quick." one banker said. 

Stability in Mexico and Ven- 
ezuela is considered important for 
the health of the global financial 
system and both depend in part on 
a healthy U.S. economy to buy 
their exports. 

For both these nations, and 
other oil exporting debtor cou- 
ntries like Nigeria, Indonesia and 
Ecuador whose financial pro- 
blems are less perilous to the fin- 
ancial system, a collapse in oil pri- 
ces next spring would be dis- 
astrous. 

But for Brazil, current trends 
“can only be good,” said Mr. 
Andre De Lattre, managing dir- 
ector of the Washington-based 
Institute for International Fin- 
ance, which monitors foreign debt 
developments for major banks. 

Mr. De Lattre pointed out that 
Brazil, which should have a for- 
eign debt of $100 billion by the 
end of this year, has been curbing 
oil imports and boosting pro- 
duction ‘ of gasohol as an alt- 
ernative fuel for domestic use. But 
he added: “We’re not* optimistic 
(about the oil price outlook) for 
' 1985.” 

Argentina, with a foreign debt 
of over $44 billion and still in pro- 
tracted talks with commercial 
banks and the IMF. is unlikely to 
be affected because it is almost 
self-sufficient in oil production. . 
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"When it comes to romance, Stanley reminds me of 
Casanova ... old Homer Casanova, the worm farmer/ 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


THAT SCRAMBLED WOHD GAME 
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form the surprise answer, as sug- 
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SOUR LIFE, MAN. BE 
SOMEBODY/.. . NOW 
WHAT HAVE YOU 
GOT TO SELL-.P 
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New Norwegian oil field said 
to be most promising 

OSLO (R) — A new oil field off Norway’s central coast is the 
country’s most promising since the North Sea fields were discovered 
and could ensure oil production well into the next century, according 
to officials. 

Energy ministry and oil company sources said Sunday the Hal- 
tenbanken field, the northern tip of which straddles the Arctic circle, 
could contain as much oil. as Norway s largest producing field, Sta- 
fford. 

The state-owned oil company Statoil confirmed Saturday it had 
made a big find, the fourth so far at Haltenbanken, in test drilling last 
month and would be forming a joint working group with Shell and the 
Norwegian company Saga Petroleum to study possible development.' 

Statoirs Managing Director Arve Johnsen told a meeting Saturday 
night that it was not a question of whetber the Haltenbanken field 
would be developed, but when.' 

Details of the field are still too sketchy to state how much oil and 
'gas it contains, but Statoil sources said there was a good chance of it 
being as big as Statfjord, which has reserves of about two billion 
barrels of oil. 

One problem facing the oil companies on Haltenbanken is the 
deep water. 

The sea bed is under about 330 metres of water, more than double 
the average North Sea oil field. 

All oil companies operating in Norway are currently devoting large 
amounts of money to develop new deep-sea drilling methods, and are 
studying sub-sea production platforms and m obile d rilling ships. 


Saudi Arabian firms to give 
preference to local products 

BAHRAIN (R) — Construction firms in Saudi Arabia will be fined if 
they do not give preference to local materials as specified in con- 
tracts. the official Saudi Press Agency reported Sunday. 

It said the warning was issued by Industry and Electricity Min- 
ister Abdul Aziz Abdullah Al Zamel. 

Saudi Arabia's cement production capacity of 14 million tons' 
annually was enough to cover the country's needs, he said in a 
statement. 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY, NOV. 5, 1984 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You could start the early 
morning with poor judgment so double-check whatever 
then arises, and you will be able to have some very 
unusual ideas for your progress later. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Try not to disturb anyone 
in a high position early in the day, and then you get great 
ideas for the future. 

-TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You need to give more 
thought to that new project before you put it in motion. 
Later you get a great inspiration. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Some responsibility is 
not ripe for completion now, so get busy on other mat- 
ters and make real progress. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Study bet- 
ter ways of handling business matters and turn a deaf 
ear to a depressing partner. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You may think you have too 
much work ahead of you in the morning, but if you 
schedule it well, it is soon done. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Steer clear of an argu- 
ment with your mate in the morning, and then you can 
accomplish a good deal in the business world. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Avoid a lengthy talk with 
a close tie in the morning, and later you can work on 
creative ideas and do very well with them. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You feel like lighting 
into a partner in the morning, but refrain from doing 
so and later you can get much work done. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Study your 
monetary status well and don’t take any risks, but have 
a wise discussion with your partners. 

# CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You may feel 
depressed in the morning, so be careful not to make er- 
rors, and later you can handle practical affairs wisely. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Forget that private 
situation for a while since it could deter production. Then 
later you can handle it much better. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don’t permit that friend 
to waste your time in the morning, and later get together - 
with an advisor so that you can accomplish much. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
require special training so that modern ideas can be com- 
bined with the old ones. During the teen years there will 
be a definite upsurge to the modern and your progeny 
should have an opportunity to attend the most advanced 
schools where the latest inventions are shown. 


THE Daily Crossword by Louis San trey 


ACROSS 
1 Kabobmeat 
5 Gather 
8 Egg-cream 
ingredient 

14 — Ben Adhem 

15 Pen name for 
1A 

16 Goddess of 
peace 

17 Catcall 

18 Symphonic 
ender 

19 Understood but 
unsaid 

20 Tweeter and 
woofer 

23 CoogBn's Bkitl 
Mel 

24 Fafary-laie 
baddte 

25 Totter or 
Meadows 

27 Polish seel 
member 

3D Tom 

32 Hgt 

33 Edit film 

35 Jot 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Sabred: 


□□□h 0nnn Hnnas 
anna aaaa aannn 
Banaannaa aacina 
enra naan nnaaaa 
□BCTOBn aanna 

anna aananan 
onaauaBQnaa raraa 
□ana aaa agon 
□ran □□□aaaaaaan 
aaanaaa □□□□ 
ciaoao aaaaan 
Hannan oaaa ana 
naowa aaaanaraaa 
□nans anna aana 
rarancio raana anna 


34 Timber wolf 

36 Cyme recta 

37 “Sudden- 
brooks" author 

as Haul 

44 Clearheaded 

47 Taen-fontilre 

48 Put on wax 
50 Kbi of apple 


51 Pay for 

52 Dog bread from 

Japan 

55 Desert dwe lle r 

56 Sugar- 

57 Depression 
figure 

58 A tape ends It ' 

59 Coloring agent 
81 Guevara j 
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Mondale makes last minute 
search for political miracle 


JORDAN TIMES, 


WASHINGTON (R) — Walter Mondale cn- 
sscrossed America Sunday In search of a political 
miracle as the latest major poll predicted flatly that 
none was in the making. 


A poll of close to 9.000 voters 
by ABC news and the Washington 
Post Saturday indicated that the 
Democratic presidential nominee 
was headed for one of the worst 
defeats in U.S. history in Tue- 
sday's presidential election. 

The poll, conducted in ail 50 
states and the District of Col- 
umbia. showed President Reagan 
going into the final three days of 
the campaign with firm or com- 
manding leads in 47 states. Only 
Hawaii. Rhode Island and Was- 
hington state were considered 
toss-ups. 

The ABC- Post poll said Mr. 
Reacan held a 57 to 39 per cent 
lead over the Democrat and that 


Mr. Mondale right now could be 
assured of winning only the tiny 
District of Columbia, the seat of 
the U.S. government which is not 
a state. 

Based on his edge in the poll. 
Mr. Reagan could capture more 
than 500 voles in the electoral col- 
lege. when he needs only 270 to 
win the presidency. 

The latest figures were in line 
with other major polls which show 
Mr. Reagan ahead by between 1 6 
and 24 points and poised to help 
his Republican Party make further 
inroads in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Mondale was paying no att- 
ention to the polls as the long pre- 


sidential race neared its climax. 
Instead he embarked on a back- 
breaking trip Sunday to Ten- 
nessee in the south. Texas in the 
south west. Iowa in the middle 
west and California on the Pacific 
coast. 

His message, to both the con- 
verted and the dubious, was that 
he is about to pull off the biggest 
political upset ever seen in the 
United States. 

“I believe we are in for one of 
the big surprises in modem his- 
tory.” he told one audience Sat- 
urday. 

Mr. Mondale appears to draw 
his optimism from the giant 
crowds he had been attracting in 
the last stage of the campaign. 

Only once have the polls been 
wrong in predicting the outcome 
of a presidential race — in 1948 
when Harry Truman confounded 
the experts. But in that case, the 


pollsters stopped taking samples 
in the final two weeks. 

Mr. Reagan, riding on a tide of 
prosperity; optimism and even 
hero-worship in some parts of the 
country, campaigned Sunday in 
the midwest and his home state of 
California, where ABC says he 
leads by seven percentage points. 

His major appearance of the 
day will be with Vice President 
George Bush in Chicago. 

In recent days. Mr. Reagan has 
turned his attention to getting 
other Republicans elected and 
pleading for supporters to avoid 
complacency because of his app- 
arently insurmountable lead. 

In addition to the presidential 
race, all but eight of the 435 seats 
in the Democratic-conLroIled 
House of Representatives are up 
forelection and 33 of the 100 seats 
in the Republican-dominated 
Senate. 





Italian i^uty^ 
becomes 
.‘first Jadv! \ 


NEW. DELHI £f?) — 
husband. Indrafai -new. Prune Mins. Tv 
ister Rajiv Gandhi, stood ca&dj^i 
by the funeral . pyre of his 
Saturday, - Sonia;' Gandhi 
uncon tro llabiy. Indira Ga ... ... _ ... . 

assassination last .Wednesday 

pladed Raj r/s36^year-<>Td v- 

\^eunexpecledly^a Jhepofiueaf -• - 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasan meets, 
with Pakistan i President Mohammad Zia U1 Haq 
(left) in New Delhi daring their presence in India to 
attend the funeral of the late Indian Prime Minister 


Indira Gandhi. Deputy Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister Suleiman Arar attended the talks held 
the Crown Prince’s residence In the Indian- capital 

(Petra photo) > "■ 


tilectoral College holds 
key to U.S. elections 


Zia seeks new approach 
to relations with India 


By David Nagy 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON —The U.S. pre- 
sidential election will proceed this 
Tuesday, as always, under rules 
devised by l*th Century ari- 
stocrats who did not trust the peo- 
ple to pick their own leader. 

The result, decreed in the U.S. 
constitution, is an indirect ballot 
•wstem under which either Pre- 
sident Reagan or Walter Mondale 
could win the nationwide popular 
vote, win most of the 50 states and 
still lose the White House. 

Such a distortion of the popular 
will has not occurred since I 888. 
This year, a clear-cut winner is 
again likely to emerge right away, 
with either Mr. Reagan fulfilling 
forecasts of a rout or Mr. Mondale 
making good his prediction of a 
shocking upset. 

Even so. the antique ritual will 
be observed. 

When people cast ballots from 
Maine to California, they will be 
voting not for Mr. Reagan. Mr. 
Mondale or one of the many 
minor candidates but for sta- 
tewide slates of “electors" ple- 
dged to one contender or another. 

Electors are apportioned mai- 
nly on the basis of slate population 
— from 47 in California to three in 
several liny states and the special 
enclave which is the seat of the 
federal government. Washington. 
D.C. 

Whoever wins the popular vote 
in any state by so much as one 
ballot gets all of that state's ele- 
ctoral votes. 

The total. 538 nationwide, 
makes up the Electoral College, 
where a majority of 270 actually 
decides the presidency. 

Even though everyone is likely 
to know the outcome after Tue- 
sday night, the electors in each 
state will meet in their own local 
capitals on Dec. 17 — the day is 
fixed by law — and formally cast 
their votes for president and vice 
president. 

The idea as conceived by Ame- 
rica's “founding fathers” was that 
the electors would represent the 
educated elite and. if the voters 


had fallen for some unworthy 
demagogue, their betters could 
veto that choice and pick someone 
else. 

However, electors are not leg- 
ally bound to honour their pledges 
to a particular candidate. While 
“faithless electors” occasionally 
switch allegiance, they have never 
come dose to affecting the out- 
come of a presidential ballot. 

The last instance of a “faithless 
elector" arose in 1976. when one. 
pledged to back Gerald Ford aga- 
inst Jimmy Carter, voted Instead 
for an out-of-office politician 
named Ronald Reagan. 

The lone vote was for naught as 
the overall electoral college tally 
confirmed Mr. Carter’s popular 
majority over Mr. Ford. Mr. Rea- 
gan had to wait another four years 
to gain the presidency. 

In any case, the electors' formal 
ballots are sealed and sent to 
Washington where, early in Jan- 
uary. they are tallied in Congress 
and the official count duly noted in 
the back pages of the more con- 
scientious newspapers. 

The winner takes his oath of off- 
ice at noon on Jan. 20. 

While chances of the college 
reversing the public will are vir- 
tually nil. critics still denounce the 
system as an anachronism that can 
potentially contravene the pop- 
ular vote by its statewide winner- 
take-all provision. 

Mathematically, one contender 
could prevail by winning 1 2 or 13 
big states controlling the decisive 
270 votes while the loser sweeps 
all the rest 3nd the nationwide 
popular majority. 

Although such a paradox has 
not been repeated since the 1888 
contest in which Grover Cle- 
veland had a popular triumph but 
still lost the electoral college vote 
to Benjamin Harrison, gaps bet- 
ween popular and electoral votes 
are common. 

In 1980. Mr. Reagan got only 
51 per cent of all votes. But he 
prevailed in 44 states and beat 
then-Presidem Carter by a “lan- 
dslide” in the electoral college, 
489 ballots to 49. 
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FIT WORTH MORE THAN POINTS 


Neither vulnerable, 
deals. 

NORTH 
♦ Q4 3 
?854 
0 AKJ874 
*2 


WEST 
♦ 7 

T J 1092 
0 6 2 


EAST 
♦ K52 
? AKQ76 
v Q 


4Q108765 +AJ94 
SOUTH 

♦ A J 10986 
73 

O 10953 

* K 3 


The bidding: 

East South 

West 

North 

1 V 1 ♦ 

2 

3 0 

3 7 3 ♦ 

4 r? 

4 4 

5 5 ♦ 

Pass 

Pass 

Dble Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 


Don't be surprised if. one 
day. you see a blue camper 
drive by with decals on the 
panels promoting the 1985 
Spring North American 
Championships, to be held in 
Montreal next March. It is 
Yvan and Rolande Pageau or 
Montreal, on their way to 
playing bridge in 365 dif- 
ferent clubs across the 
United States and Canada 
before ending up in their 
home city of Montreal on 
the opening day of the 1985 


spring tournament. 

The Pageau's odyssey 
started at the 1984 Cham- 
pionships in San Antonio, 
Texas last March. On the 
evening before setting out, 
they topped their section in a 
game at that tournament. 
Rolande Pageau showed 
good judgment and earned a 
top score on this deal. 

When East competed to 
five hearts. Mrs. Pageau had 
to decide what Lo do with the 
South hand. As the cards lie, 
five hearts would have been 
defeated one Lrick. However, 
that was too close to call. 
Although her hand was not 
strong in terms of high cards, 
the playing strength was 
tremendous because of her 
fit for diamonds and the fact 
that the king of clubs was 
likely to be behind the ace. 
So Mrs. Pageau wisely decid- 
ed to carry on Lo five spades. 
East doubled and there the 
auction ended. 

West led the jack of 
hearts, a nd the play was soon 
over. Declarer ruffed the 
second heart, crossed to the 
ace of diamonds and ran the 
queen of spades. When that 
held, she repeated the 
finesse and ended up with an 
overtrick when she was able 
to discard her two clubs on 
dummy's long diamonds. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Pakistan 
President Mohammad Zia- 
Ul-Haq said Sunday his country 
looked for a fresh, dynamic app- 
roach to relations with nei- 
ghbouring India under its young 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

Gen. Zia said Mr. Gandhi, born 
only three years before the bloody 
1 947 partition of the British-ruled 
sub-continent, was not part of the 
prejudices of that time. 

“It is natural to expect a fresh, 
young dynamic approach to a chr- 
onic problem," Gen. Zia told rep- 
orters. 

Gen. Zia, who was in New Delhi 
for the funeral of Mr. Rajiv’s mot- 


her Indira Gandhi, said Pakistan 
was anxious that a recent nosedive 
in relations between Indian and 
Pakistan should halt. 

Ties between the two countries, 
which have fought three wars in 37 
years, have loosened over Ame- 
rican arms sales to Pakistan which 
India regards as a threat to its sec- 
urity. 

“We want peace," Gen. Zia 
said. “I have come here to rea- 
ffirm not only our desire to nor- 
malise relations but to further 
improve them. It is in the interests 
of both our nations to be as good 
friends as possible." 


Mourners file past grave 
of slain Polish priest 


WARSAW (R) — Thousands of 
mourners Sunday filed past the 
grave of a murdered pro- 
Solidarity priest. Father Jerzy 
Popieluszko. and masses were said 
for him across Poland after some 
250.000 people attended his fun- 
eral here Saturday. 

The crowd at Saturday's req- 
uiem mass for the priest, whose 
death the Communist authorities 
have blamed on three security pol- 
icemen. was as big as the att- 
endance at the 1981 funeral of 
former Primate Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszynski. church sources said. 

Fr. Popieluszko’s church. St. 
Stanislaw's in Warsaw, and nearby 
streets were filled with people 
queuing to see his grave more than 
24 hours after the solemn rites 
were conducted there by Wys- 
zynskfs successor. Cardinal Jozef 
Glemp. 

Dozens of banners of the out- 
lawed trade union Solidarity in 


Poland's national colours of red 
and white hung on the church rai- 
lings alongside floral wreaths. 

At a mass in Warsaw Sunday 
broadcast on Polish radio, a priest. 
Father Jerzy Chowanczak. said: 
“We are shocked with the drama 
which took place on Polish soil ... 
the blood of martyrs is the seed 
which will bring new priestly cal- 
lings.” 

The authorities granted the 
right to radio masses under the 
Gdansk agreements of August. 
1980, which also permitted the 


Bangladesh 
opposition 
predicts 
civil war 

DHAKA (R) — An opposition 
leader has warned that civil war 
would be inevitable if Ban- 
gladesh's military rulers did not 
hold parliamentary elections 
undeT a neutral government to 
return the country to democracy. 

Begum Khaleda Zia, leader of a 
seven-party opposition grouping, 
said an indefinite postponement 
of polls and the continuation of 
military rule could ultimately lead 
to confrontation between the 
army and politicians. 

President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad last month scrapped a par- 
liamentary election due on Dec. 8 
to head off a confrontation with 
his opponents. 

Gen. Ershad’s aides later said 
fresh date polls would be ann- 
ounced after consultation with 
i opposition leaders. 

“There are strong signals for a 
civil war. If it does happen, the 
military rulers bear the entire res- 
ponsibility," Mrs. Begum Zia told 
a rally Saturday at the eastern 
town of Kishoreganj. 

Her husband, former President 
Ziaur Rahman, was killed in an 
abortive military uprising in 1981. 

She accused Geo. Ershad of try- 
ing to emerge as an elected leader 
using his promise of restoring civ- 
ilian rule as a cover. 

“His plans for bringing back 
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NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, tra- 
gically propelled onto the world 
si age. has impressed foreign sta- 
tesmen with his dignified and 
self-assured leadership at a time of 
unprecedented crisis. 

The country’s youngest leader 


1982. / 7 ' 

Rajiv also met Soviet Prime- 
Minister Nikolai Tikhonov .and 
said he would like to continue t Im- 
policies of close links with Mos- 
cow pursued by his mother and his 
. grandfather, JawabarlaJ Nehru. 

The Soviet Union and India sig- -■ 
ned a treaty of friendship and i 
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at the age of 40. he was sworn in as ned a treaty of friendship and 
prime minister within hours of co-operation in 1971 and Moscow 
Wednesday's assassination of his is India’s biggest supplier of wea- 


formation of indepeodem trade 5“ 

unions. etailed so th3t he can eventually 

The three policemen, a captain take over as a civilian president.’’ 
aad two lieutenants, have been she said. 

charged with abducting Fr. Pop- Mr. Begum Zia’s party and ano- 

ieluszko, 37. in northern Poland ther 15-party alliance had asked 
last month. An Interior Ministry Gen. Ershad to accept their deal- 
spokesman has said they are exp- ands including the lifting of mar- 
ected to be formally accused of tial law and restoration of fun- 
murdering him. daraental rights. 


6 Yugoslav dissidents go on trial today 


BELGRADE (R) — Six dissident 
intellectuals go on trial Monday in 
a case western diplomats say may 
define new limits on the behaviour 
of internal critics in post-Tito 
Y ugosiavia. 

The six men, most of them for- 
mer left-wing radicals who now 
generally favour a multi-party sys- 
tem. are charged with conspiring 
over the past seven years to ove- 
rthrow Communist rule. 

Their Belgrade trial, expected 
by defence counsel to last at least 
three weeks, is widely seen as the 
most important prosecution of 
intellectual critics of the system 
since President Tito died in May 
1 9S0. 

The case has exposed a split of 
opinion in the leadership between 
hardliners, who want a firm hand 
against dissenters, and pra- 


gmatists who weigh the potential 
damage to Yugoslavia's image 
abroad as a tolerant Communist 
country. 

The six are sociologists Vla- 
dimir Mtjanovic, 38. and Milan 
Nikolic. 37, freelance translator 
Pavluska Imsirovic. 36, film scr- 
iptwriter Miodrag Milic, 55, radio 
technician Dragomir Oluj'ic. 35, 
and philosophy student Gordan 
Jovanovic, 23. 

Western diplomats and int- 
ellectuals here say the initial effect 
of the trial may be to indicate how 
much criticism the Communist 
leadership is prepared to tolerate 
from dissident intellectuals. 

The six were charged following 
an April 20 police raid on a private 
Belgrade apartment in which 28 
intellectuals, including veteran 
rebel and former Vice-President 


Milovan Djilas. were initially det- 
ained. 

A seventh person, dissident lec- 
turer Vojislav Seselj. 29. was jai- 
led for eight years in Sarajevo on 
July 9 after being convicted of 
counter-revolutionary activity. 

The charge that the six had ass- 
ociated since 1977 in a group aim- 
ing to overthrow the political and 
social system carries a minimum of 
five years jail. 

The accused are almost all 
well-known human rights activists 
on the Belgrade scene who have 
been meeting together for inf- 
ormal seminars for years. 

The trial may more dearly def- 
ine the limits of conduct that dis- 
sidents can allow themselves wit- 
hout coming into open conflict 
with the authorities, the diplomats 
said. 


Wednesday's assassination of his 
mother. Indira Gandhi, by two 
Sikh bodyguards^ 

Diplomats were keenly wat- 
ching Rajiv’s first moves to assess 
'whether he would alter the style of 
non-aligned India’s links with the 
outside world. 

The former airline pilot, thrust 
1 into politics following the death of 
younger brother Sanjay in an air- 
craft crash in 1980. met dozens of 
| world leaders during the past two 
days to receive condolences and 
assurances of support for his new 
government. 

“I respect him greatly”, said 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. “I admire his courage 
and dignity and deep sorrow." 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz said: “He came through 
with a sort of quiet strength that I 
found very reassuring." 

Mr. Shultz told Rajiv Gandhi 
that America was interested in a 
strong and Stable India, and sup- 
ported his new' government. : 

The new premier said he shared 
Mr. Shultz's sentiments, but he 
criticised Washington's arms sup- 
plies to neighbouring Pakistan. ' 

Indian leaders have repeatedly 
expressed concern over U.S. def- 
ence sales to Islamabad. Last 
month. New Delhi criticised Was- 
hington for suggesting that India 
might start a war against the Mus- 
lim state. 

Mr. Shultz said Mr. Gandhi had 
a good meeting with Pakistani 
President Zia-Ul-Haq Saturday. 

. In Washington, officials, had lit- 
tle foreknowledge of policies that 
might be initiated by Rajiv Gan- 
dhi, but said India and the United 
States had established warmer ties 
since Indira Gandhi's visit there in 


Family feud healed .. . 

Meanwhile Mr. Gandhi's sur- 
prising gesture in inviting his est- 
ranged sister-in-law Maneka to 
join in cremation ceremonies for 
Indira Gandhi Saturday has hea- 
led a family -wound that has. fes- 
tered for years. 

But family friends revealed 
Sunday that the reconciliation 
began earlier —.within hours of 
Mrs. GandhPs assassination on. 
Wednesday. 

They said Maneka, widow of 
Sanjay Gandhi, went to pay her 
condolence to Rajiv at the prime 
minister’s official . residence and 
Rajiv went out and greeted his 
sister-in-law. politely opening the 
car door. 

Maneka, a 27-year-old former, 
model, left Indira Gandhi* s hou- 
sehold with her soq Varun iff 
March 1982 after a row with the 
then prime minister over her att- 
endance at a breakaway Congress 
(I) Party group rally. 

Indira Gandhi doted on Man- 
eka’s four-year-old son and sou-., 
ght legal access to the child, but 
Maneka fought back declaring 
that Varan was being manipulated 
for political reasons. 

The pressloved it. “A grandma 
anguished " said the pro-Gandhi 
National Herald accusing Maneka 
of being obdurate and cruel in ref- 
using to let the prime minister see 
the boy. 

Maneka also fought the Gandhi . 
family in co.urt over the estate of 
her husband Sanjay, who was kit 
led in a stunt plane crash in June- 
1980. 
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Gandhi assassins shot in 
guardhouse, report says 


LONDON (R) — A British new- 
spaper has said that Indira Gan- 
dhi's assassins were not gunned 
down moments after they struck 
last Wednesday, as officially rep- 
orted, but were taken to a gua- 
rdhouse and shot several minutes 
later. 

The Sunday Times said the two 
Sikh security guards who shot the 
Indian Prime Minister apparently 
surrendered and were led to the 
residency guardhouse. 

There, according to an int- 
elligence source, a scuffle broke 
out and they were shot, the paper 


reported. One of the killers, 
named as Beaut Singh, was killed 
and the other, Satwant Singh, was . 
wounded and taken to hospital. . . 

The Sunday Times said: “It', 
seems that after the two assassins 
had shot Mrs. Gandhi -they sur- 
rendered to members of the 
para-military border guard. 

“ Precisely what happened there 
is not known but, according to one 
intelligence source. Beam Singh 
suddenly grabbed for one of his 
captors’ guns and Satwant Singh 
pulled a small dagger from his tur-. 
ban." 
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Nicaraguans vote in ballot overshadowed by conflict with U.S. 


MANAGUA (Agencies) — Nic- 
araguans voted Sunday in ele- 
ctions overshadowed by the left- 
wing leadership's conflict with the 
United Slates and designed partly 
to stop Washington ordering tro- 
ops into Nicaragua. 

Victory for the ruling Sandinist 
National Liberation Front 
(FSLN ) was a foregone conclusion 
but there was little hope that the 
ballot would solve the country's 
most urgent problems — a costly 
war and severe economic har- 
dship. 

The Sandinisis felt that the ele- 
ctions. the first since they ove- 
rthrew the Washington-backed 
dictatorship of Anastasia Somoza 
in 1979. would lend greater leg- 
itimacy to their leadership and 
make it more difficult for the U.S. 
to crush it by force. 

Both Daniel Ortega and Sergio 
Ramirez, the Sandinisis' can- 
didates for president and vice- 
president. said on the eve of the 
poll one aim was to win int- 
ernational recognition for an ele- 
cted government 

"With elections ... the United 
States government will have less 


pretext for direct (military) int- 
ervention. Mr. Reagan would 
have to justify intervention to int- 
ernational public opinion,” Mr. 
Ramirez told Reuters. 

The U.S. has helped raise a 
rebel army of some 15.000 men 
fighting to overthrow the San- 
dinists with hit-and-run tactics 
that have caused steadily- 
mounting losses to the army. 

According to the Reagan adm- 
inistration. the Sandinist s arc the 
main source of trouble in Central 
America, allegedly exporting 
feft-wing revolution to their nei- 
ghbours. 

Four right-wing political parties 
grouped in the Democratic Coo- 
rdinator arc boycotting the ele- 
ctions. saying the Sandinisis failed 
to provide conditions for a fair 
vote. Mr. Reagan has labelled the 
elections a “Soviet-style sham." 

But not even Sandinist opp- 
onents predict the ballot-stuffing 
and dubious counting familiar to 
many Third World countries. 

Opposition politicians said the 
Sandinisis had no need for such 
methods after five years of con- 
solidation. controlling the mass 


media, restricting political opp- 
onents. and building up a huge 
youth movement and trade union 
federation. 

The Sandinisis want a vote of 
confidence for policies that have 
caused considerable advances in 
health care and education as well 
as confrontation with the LI.S. 

They face no genuine challenge 
from the six opposition parties — 
three Communist groups, a party 
of left-wing Christians, and two 
rightist parties pushed to the brink 
of disintegration by disputes on 
whether they should participate. 

Although there were no pre- 
dictions that the Coordinate — a 
coalition of four political parties, 
two labour unions and the leading 
private enterprise group — would 
have won. estimates were that it 
could have taken as many as one- 
third or assembly seats. 

An estimated 75,000 people 
turned out for a final Sandinista 
campaign rally Thursday night, 
but there were few other visible 
signs of the election other than the 
normally-seen frequent black- 
and-red reminders of the San- 
dinistas fronL 


Sandinista presidential can- 
didate and current junta coo- 
rdinator Daniel Ortega reiterated 
his claim there that an American 
invasion is imminent. 

Interior Minister Tomas Borge 
also told reporters he has learned 
from sources close to the Ame- 
rican government that a direct int- 
ervention is planned in the months 
after the upcoming U.S. pre- 
sidential election Tuesday. 

U.S. officials have denied rep- 
eatedly that any such plans exist. 

The Sandinistas maintain “def- 
ence committees” in nei- 
ghbourhoods throughout the cou- 
ntry and residents of several cities 
said in interviews that the mil- 
itants are pressuring people to 
vote, in some cases threatening to 
withdraw ration cards, needed for 
basic foodstuffs. 

Meeting last week with gov- 
ernment workers, Mr. Ortega said 
“each Sandinista militant and the 
(committees) should visit all Nic- 
araguans house by house to tell 
them about the importance of the 
elections." 

A resident of Ocoial, closed to a 
northern combat area. 230 kil- 


ometres north of Managua^ sakK 
the committees had started pre- 
ssuring them to vote recently- 1 " T’ 
“They told us that if we don’t 
vote for the Sandinista front they 
will take away our ration cards.” 
she said in an interview, askmg&it; 
to be identified foT fear o£ rep- 
risals. 

Mr. Borge on Friday hightVtoH 
electoral police -who will be- sta— 
t toned at the doors of poling pla- 
ces that they "mint be neutral .to ' 
avoid giving Nicaragua^s^ene-- 
mies” a. pretext for further qri-/, 
ticism. ' "V 

The- ballots feature the familiar ' 
Spanish initials of the Sandlnisto: 
"Front in the centre., of. an . arr- 
angement of. the othdr -partfes. 
determined by lottery:'.-. , T 
The 3,028. polling pfedesi^a^r 
facilities for citizens to Vofeinpri- - - 
vate, fold their ballotsand deposh 
them in. wooden ballot batps,-. ' 
The Defence Ministry Said' 3ft 
rebels were lrifled in ' fighting 
Wednesday thronghFridaym Jio- 
otega and Nueva Segovia pH*- 
- vinces in thc north'and San Jqan 
Del Norte province m the south 
east . r_- -'iA; 
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